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Who WE ARE
Founded in 1995 as a shared ministry of the Sisters of St. Benedict, Sisters of Mercy 
and the Sisters of St. Joseph, Erie DAWN addresses the underlying root causes of 
homelessness by working with women to build assets - both tangible and intangible -
for their future. Our goal is to provide homeless women and their children with a
home, while giving them the support, resources and tools they need to achieve
economic self-sufficiency and permanent housing.

Who WE SERvE
Erie DAWN welcomes any adult woman who meets the following guidelines:
• Is single and homeless, with or without children, and 
 has a job earning a minimum of $1,000 a month
• Is committed to following strict requirements 
• Has rehabilitation in place for any mental health, drug 
 or alcohol issues and is drug-free

Why It WoRkS
Housing is the first step on the road to self-sufficiency. Through relationships
with landlords, mentors, volunteers and various agencies the families receive
support, resources and tools they need to achieve economic self-sufficiency
and permanent housing. 

Who We Are
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GovErNANcE
Sr. Mary herrmann, SSJ
Sr. JoAnne Courneen. RSM
Sr. Anne Wambach, oSB

BoArD of DIrEctorS
Bridget Shames - President
Marietta Stalsky - Past President
Michael Messina, PhD - vice President
kelli Gambill - Secretary
Elliott Ehrenreich - treasurer

Bernadette Bell, RSM
Lavaughn Buchanan
Jill DiMattio
Paul hakel
Elizabeth McCormick
karen Miller
Rosemary o’Brien, SSJ
Mary Ellen Plumb, oSB
Charlotte Riddle
katie Shafer

Erie DAWN Team
StAff
Sue Busse, finance Manager 
Gina Allison, Case Manager/Marketing
Charlotte Andersen, Administrative Asst.
Maureen Dunn, Executive Director
Brittany kane, Case Manager
Pam Biroscak, volunteer Coordinator 

   cElEBrAtING 20 YEArS!
For its twentieth anniversary year, Erie DAWN used the changing seasons to illustrate the transformation that program participants undergo 
as they work through the program. As part of our 20 year celebration we were pleased to honor Sr. Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ the first director, Bob 
Glowacki, the first lay board president and landlord, and Naomi Duke, the first graduate. The evening was a true celebration of the many people 
that have supported and benefited from The Erie DAWN program. 

Maureen Dunn, Naomi Duke,
Bob Glowacki

Changing Seasons, Changing Lives Event
Barb Yerace, Lena Logvina, Alice DeGeorge,

David DeGeorge, Michelle Zewe, Marlee Malpiedi

Lena Logvina, Mosaic

Kim Hitchcock, Sr. Phyllis Hibert, SSJ,
and Noel Burgoyne

 Jady (right) and her mentor, Judy (left)

Abeer Ghosheh, Gannon University MBA student 
intern with Board President Michael Messina

Sr. Barbara Ann Vavreck,  SSJ 

Volunteers from Serve Erie

thANkS to our voluNtEErS!

Sr. Mary Ellen Plumb, OSB Board Member, 
Bridget Glowacki, Board President, 

Sr. Bernadette Bell, RSM Board Member, and 
Sr. Natalie Rossi, RSM former Board MemberRyan Murphy, April Murphy,

Naomi Duke, Doreen Overly, and Bryan Harvey



Letter from the Director
A change in seasons is always a time for reflection. Winter to spring, summer to fall...these transitions 
often provide us with an opportunity to pause and reflect on where we are as an organization. For the 
past 20 years, Erie DAWN has been addressing a critical need in our community—transitional housing 
for homeless women and children. These women are faced with problems such as domestic abuse, 
catastrophic medical bills, or loss of employment. They need time to get back on their feet and have a 
safe place to live. 
The seeds of growth are planted—relationship-building, budgeting, home inspections, job training, and 
social/emotional skills. Erie DAWN participants begin to transform their lives. The fruit of their labor 
won’t be visible right away; the participants need time to work through the Erie DAWN programming.
Having done the hard work, each woman is ready to experience the rich harvest found in a full,
self-sufficient life. She has reached her fullest growth and blossoms with the self-confidence and 
resilience needed to turn any season into a season of HOPE!
Thanks to you we are pleased to say, 20 years later, and hundreds of families served, Erie DAWN 
continues to give hope and housing to so many families.
Sincerely,

Maureen Dunn, Executive Director

Erie DAWN Works
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The following from MONAHAN & MONAHAN, P.C., is the statement of activities of total support, 
revenue and expenses for  Erie DAWN, Inc, for the year ended June 30, 2015.

$        –
        –
11,150

232,237
59,007
24,781
3,078
2,656

332,909
163,505

$496,414

SuPPoRt AND REvENuE
County of Erie - Project Reach
County of Erie - Drug and Alcohol
Corporate and agency grants
Contributions
Donated services, supplies and facilities
Rent income
Investment income, net
Other
                                    Subtotle
   Net assets released from restriction
                Total support and revenue

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

$         –
 –
 –
 –
 –
 –
–
 –
–

(2,659)
(2,659)

unrestricted
Permanently 
Restricted total

Financials

ExPENSES
Program services 
 Supportive housing

Supporting services
 Management and general
 Fundraising
  Total expenses            
             Sub-Total (Loss)

Unrealized gain (loss) investment
Increase (decrease) in net assets
Net assets at beginning of year
Net assets at end of year

$  240,043

103,488
28,989

372,520

123,894

(870)
123,024
188,554

 $311,578

 –

 –
 –
 –

 (2,659)

 –
(2,659)

2,659
_

240,043

103,488
28,989

372,520

121,235

(870)
120,365
191,213

 $311,578

unrestricted
Permanently 
Restricted total

$   125,648 
35,198

 –
 –
 –
 –
–
 –

160,846
(160,846)

_

temporarily 
Restricted

$  125,648
35,198
11,150

232,237
59,007
24,781
3,078
2,656

493,755
–

$493.755

$           –
  –
 –
 –
 –
–
 –

_
_
_
_

temporarily 
Restricted

Golf TournamenT
Thank you to all who participated in our “Tee it up” for Erie Dawn

golf tournament as part of our 20 Year Celebration!

 Our Golf Tournament Champions:
L-R, John Lipchik, Jim Dammeyer
Bill Leonard, and Chip Shamburg

Team Accudyn:
Kelly Byer, Danielle Bates, 
Janel Bonsell, and Peg Bly

Board member Liz McCormick and her husband Tim 
enjoying the 20th Anniversary Celebration

The Sportsman Club supporting Erie DAWN

Erie Gives Day 2015

Erie DAWN Activities

Elena Salvia, Ann Chido
Susan Sullivan, and Debbie Uht

Judy Kadlup, Alice Feehley Maus,
Kris Waskiewicz

1sT annual
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Supporters
In honor of Shirley Grobson
Gretchen van Gessel

In honor of
Eileen Gallagher Mccormick
Maureen Mccormick Solt

In honor of
Sister Mary claire kennedy, SSJ
Molly lang
connie Monahan

In honor of liz & tim Mccormick
Employees of
Mccormick Structural Systems

In honor of  
Sister Joyce lowery, SSJ
(50th Anniversary)
Sister carmel rojek, SSJ
(50th Anniversary)
Sister Mary carol hoke, SSJ
Sister Maria o’Nuffer, SSJ
Sister Stephanie Wagner, SSJ
Sister Maria Assumpta ruza, SSJ

In honor of katie & tim Shafer
Aileen Dillon
Michele & Will haydo
Aileen & Nate Metcalf

In honor of Diamond Jubilarians:
Sister Perpetua Dickant, SSJ
Sister Margaret frank, SSJ
Sister Mary helen forney, SSJ
Sister Josette Gocella, SSJ
Sister Elizabeth ruza, SSJ
Sisters of St. Joseph

In honor of  Bob Glowacki
Mary Ellen Dahlkemper & Ed lesser

In honor of  robert Glowacki family
Mr. & Mrs. Jame Meko
Mr. & Mrs. carmen Phillips

In Memory of All Deceased religious
Mary Smith
In Memory of helen Amond
lavaughn & Mike Buchanan
In Memory of carl & Ann DeDionisio
Mr. & Mrs. Mark DiPlacido
In Memory of robert & Stella Glowacki
Mr. & Mrs. russell forquer
In Memory of Marie Inter
Mr. & Mrs. John Dudenhoefer
In Memory of Michael Mccafferty
lavaughn & Mike Buchanan
In Memory of John Merkel
Joan Gallagher
In Memory of our Parents
harry & laura fornalczyk

In Memory of catherine Pirrello
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Mittelmeier
In Memory of viola Pomorski
Joseph Pomorski
In Memory of Ann Marie Pruvendenti
John & Barbara Beatty
In Memory of Jean & ty Schuermen
Bill & Dell Becker
In Memory of Audrey Scout hersch
Julie hersch
In Memory of Maryanne Szymanowski
Isabell lee
In Memory of Pam Weber
the Gallagher family
In Memory of Joan Weislogel
Barbara Walk

Accudyn Products, Inc.
AfLCIo
Agresti Real Estate
Susan Allison
American tinning & Galvanizing
Ashley & kuzma therapeutics 
Bill Becker
Catholic Charities
Chido’s Dry Cleaners
Crux, Inc.
Dahlkemper Jewelry Connection
Decision Associates
Erie Bank
Erie Beer
Erie Community foundation
Erie-Crawford Central
  Labor Council
Erie Insurance Group
Eriez Magnetics
Glowacki Management
hanes Erie, Inc.
highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
Martha hilbert

Event SponsorsWilliam M. hilbert, Sr. family 
Mr. & Mrs. William hilbert, Jr.
LPL financial – kevin Slocum
M Café
Marquette Savings Bank
Carolyn Masters, PhD
thomas Masters, Do
Monahan & Monahan CPA’S, PC
National fuel
Northwest Charitable
   foundation, Inc.
Northwest Savings Bank
PSB Industries, Inc.
Presque Isle Printing
Professional Communications
   Messaging Services, Inc.
Rebich Investments
Charlotte Riddle, CRNP
Ruscitti & Decker Auto Service
Senior helpers
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
Sportsmen’s Athletic Club
Sullivan Supply Co.

Syd’s Place Restaurant 
the Catholic foundation 
the McDonald Group
the Settlement Alliance
   - Naomi Duke, CfP
tri-State Pain Institute
uPMC health Plan
united Service Corp
united Way of Erie County
upsight, LLC
kelly Weary, CRNP
WICu tv

Lisa McCain from PSB Ind., 
and Maureen Dunn

Graduate: Char
The experience that Char has had with Erie DAWN has come full circle. Char is not 
only a graduate of the Erie DAWN program, she is also a current board member. Her 
willingness to give back to the program that helped her is a testament not only to her 
own transformation, but also to the fact that the program works. 

Char is employed as a Certified Registered Nurse 
Practitioner in the field of psychiatry. After earning 
both her associate’s and master’s degrees in nursing 
from Gannon University, Char is currently studying
at Capella University for a Doctorate in Nursing. 

“Through my life experience and experience as an Erie 
DAWN graduate, I hope to be able to support and 
forward the mission of the program,” Char says.

Char Riddle, Charles Riddle, Rich Brawn,
and Dee McIntyre

Erie DAWN Activities

Our Garden

Cooking Day

Christmas at Erie DAWN

Isiah having fun at the Erie DAWN 
Halloween party

Sade and her son



Current Participant: Crystal
Crystal came to Erie DAWN in June 2015. As a single mom of a 2-year-old child, she knew that she needed to
get her life in order. “I want to be living on my own comfortably and to be pushed in the right direction instead
of going backward,” Crystal says.

Crystal has already made significant progress toward reaching her goals. She completed the Certified Nursing 
Assistant program through Corry Manor, which enabled her to secure a full-time CNA position at the LECOM 
Senior Living Center. In addition, she is living in an apartment owned by the Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood 
Network.

Crystal told Erie DAWN that she wanted the program to challenge her to reach her highest potential. With the 
guidance of supportive staff members and her own work in the Erie DAWN program, she is well on her way.

Changing Lives
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Supporters
Mr. & Mrs. Carmen Phillips
 Barbara Pollock
 fred Popeski
Portratz floral
 Janel Potratz Levin
 Cheryl Prescott
Presque Isle Downs
 Presque Isle Women’s Club
 Carol Przybycin
 Julio Quezada
Mr. & Mrs. thomas Quinn
 Dennis Ranalli
 David Randall
 Jane Rastetter
Drs. James & Mary Ray
 Dave & Mary Lou Reichard
 Charlotte Riddle
 Christine Riehl
 kris Risto
 Donna Roberts
Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie
Romolo Chocolates
 Laurie Root
 David & kathie Rothrock
 theresa Rotunda
 Michael Rubino
Ruscitti & Decker Auto Service, Inc.
 Larry & Marcia Russell
 Mary DePaul Sabella, SSJ
Santa’s helpers
Shafer family homes
 Robin Scheppner
 Philip Scrimenti
Senior helpers
Serve Erie
 katie Shafer
 Chip & teresa Shamburg
Shawnee optical
 Marvin & Jeanne Siddall
 Jerome Simon
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
Sisters of St. Joseph of NWPA
Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network
 Mary Smith
 Mary Snyder

Sportsmen’s Athletic Club
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
 Marietta & Igor Stalsky
Laura Steehler
 Dan Steen
 Ronald Steger
 Marcia Stiller
 John Stockard
 Carol Struchen
St. Andrew Guild
Sts. Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic Church
Stuck Realty
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sullivan
 Cindy taraszki
 kate tarkowski
 Pat & Mike tellers
Mary Ann and Dan tempistini
 David teufel, DDS
 Robert theiss
 Bob & Cindy tinsley
 Mary Jane toddy
 Jim & Mary Ann toohey
 Steve trohoski
 Deborah uht
united Way of Erie County
 Lisa urbaniak
Rev. Msgr. Bernard J. urbaniak
 Jack & heidi utley
 Barbara Ann vavreck, SSJ
 Richard vicary
 Evelyn vieira
 holly villella
 theresa vitolo, PhD
 Stephanie Wagner, SSJ
 James Wakeman
 Barbara Walk
 kristen Walker
 kelly Weary
 valerie Weaver
 Michael & Susan Weber
Wegmans
 kathleen Weindorf
 Betsy Weiss
 Barbara Welton
 R. ted Weschler

 Rebecca Widdecombe
 Dave & Betsy Wiest
Women Gone Wild Golf Event
ye ole Sweet Shoppe
 Barbara yerace
 Stanley Zagorski

GRANtS
Erie Community foundation
  •  William & Rebecca Hilbert Family
     Charitable Endowment fund
  •  Robert & Kathleen Frenzel Fund
  •  James & Eileen Cullen Fund
  •  Erie Gives Matching Grant
  •  Erie Women’s Fund
  •  The Spaeder/Religious
      orders foundation
  •  The Walter Family Fund
Erie County Drug & Alcohol
Erie County Drug and
   Alcohol Coalition
Erie Insurance Group
housing and urban
  Development (huD)
the ophelia Project

Erie Insurance employees and Erie DAWN board 
members Kelli Gambill (L), Karen Miller (R)

presenting a check to Erie DAWN.

Current Participant: Whitney
Whitney came to Erie DAWN in June 2015 because the program had helped her mother to accomplish a lot.
“I’m hoping to do the same,” Whitney says. 

As a young single mom with three children, Whitney needed some extra help and guidance. Having become 
pregnant as a teenager, Whitney did not complete high school and thought her opportunities were limited. 
Working with Erie DAWN has helped her to see possibilities she didn’t know she could achieve. 

Currently enrolled in a GED course, Whitney is working as a home health care aide. She also has a positive 
relationship with her mentor, Mary. One of her goals is to learn how to stay on track financially. Since each 
program participant studies financial literacy, Whitney is learning how to manage her finances and to
become self-sufficient.

Crystal, Whitney and children enjoy the zoo with
LECOM intern Kara Finnegan

Crystal and her Son

Crystal and son with LECOM intern Keren Kohath Whitney and her mentor, Mary 

Home Sweet Home
Whitney and her children



Supporters
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Through support and partnerships with many organizations, Erie DAWN is able to provide supportive 
and caring services to homeless women and children during each and every season of the year. Supporters

 A. t. Aburachis
Accudyn Products, Inc.
 Robin Adams
Mary Adiutori
 helen Agresti
 Jane Albert
 Jessica Alesso
Allburn florist
 katie Allison
 Gina Allison
AMARk Environmental, LLC
American Legion East Erie Post 771
Susan Anderson
Anonymous
 helen & Paul Anstead
 kathleen Anysz
 tracy Apa
Art’s Bakery
 kimberly Arvickson
 Mary Baird
 Bridget & John Barber
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Batchelor
 Danielle Bates
 Lauren Bauer
Mr. & Mrs. John Beatty
 Sean Bebco
 Carolyn Beck
 Pamela Beck, Do
 Bill & Dell Becker
 Mary francis Becker, SSJ
 Clare Marie Beichner, SSJ
 Loretto Belicini
 tabitha Benham
 Ruth Berkowitz
 Patty Bielinski
 Christa Blose
 Jonathan Bly
 tom & Peg Bly
 tammy Blystone
 Edward & Dee Dee Bolt
Bonnell’s Collision
Chuck & Diana Bool
 katie Bool Shafer

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Borowy
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Bort
 Boston Bean Café
Mr. & Mrs. William Braham
 John & Diana Brautigam
 Brew ha ha
 Lewis Briggs
 Robert & Jeanne Brim
 Richard & victoria Brogdon
 theresa Brooks
 Douglas & Nancy Brower
 Scott & Roberta Brown
Mr. & Mrs. William Bucceri
 Robert & Laura Buckel
 Michael & Lavaughn Buchanan
 Michael & Maria Burenko
 Noel Burgoyne
 Robert & Christina Burns
 Barbara Burton
 Rob & keith Burton-varney
Atty. thomas Buseck
 Sue Busse
Mr. & Mrs. thomas Byerly
 William Byrnes
 Nick & Rachael Cacchione
Robert Cacchione
 Mary Calabrese
 Sandi Carangi
 Gina Carpenter
 heather Cash
 Corrine Cassa
 Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Erie
 Amy Chevalier Leemhuis
 Nancy & Joseph Chiappazzi
 Chico’s
 tom & Ann Chido
 Betty Jo Chitester
Ms. Donna Clark
 G. Renee Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Clark
 John & Diana Collins
 tim & Laura Cotton
 Andrea Counasse

 CRux, Inc.
 Barbara Cullen
 Jill Cuthbertson, oD
 James & kathleen Dammeyer
 Linda Daugherty
 David & Pamela Davis
 Alice DeGeorge
 Mark & Amy Denlinger
 thomas & Linda DeSantis
 Daria & Neal Devlin
 Susie Dill
 Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Mr. & Mrs. Mark DiPlacido
 Ellen DiPlacido
 Ann Donohue, SSJ
 Martin & Jeanne Drabic
Mr. & Mrs. John Dudenhoefer
 Doug  Duer
 Naomi Duke
 James & Marian Dunkle
 Elliott Ehrenreich
 Chris Ehrman
 Eileen Engle, 
 Sara Erhartic
Erie Bank
Erie County Bar Association
Erie Crawford Central Labor
  Council, AfL-CIo
Erie Elks Lodge #67-Ladies Auxiliary
Erie Insurance Giving Network
Erie Insurance Group
Erie Playhouse
Erie Women’s Club
 Robert & Susan Esser
 Melissa Estep
 Douglas Euliano
 kenneth Evans
Expression Salon & Spa
Mr. Donald fessler
Mr. & Mrs.Chris fette, Sr.
 harry & Laura fornalczyk
 Paul & Melanie forquer
 Margaret frank, SSJ

 Jason franz
 Ronald fronzaglia
 Sara frye
 Char fucci
 Esther fucci
fuhrman’s Cider Mill-Bakery-
  General Store
fusion hair Gallery
 Joan Gallagher
Rev. Leo Gallina
 kelli Gambill
Gannon university
General Electric foundation
 Nancy Gemelli Griffey
 Pat Genung
 Paul Gibbens
Mr. & Mrs. thomas Giblin
 Richard Gladden
Greek Ladies Philoptochos Society
 Susan Greenaway
Greene township Lioness Club
 Shirley Grobson
 Larry & Pamela Gutting
 thomas & Susan hagen
 Amy hahn
 Paul hakel
 Barbara hammill
 tom & Mili hanes
 Alan hannibal
 Patricia hardner
 Danna & Dennis hartwig
 Emily heerssen
 Julie hersch
Mr. & Mrs. William hilbert, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William hilbert, Sr.
 Mary Carol hoke, SSJ
 David & Patricia holland
holy Rosary Church
 Carol horner
 Carol Snell horner
 tom hubert
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard huya
 Paul Iavarone
Icing on the Lake
 karen Imig
 Bozena Iole
 Cheryl Johnson

 Ann Marie Joint, SSJ
 Judy kadlup
 Dave & Mary kay kalivoda
 Barbara keim
 Carrie kennedy
 Mary Claire kennedy, SSJ
 Robyn kermode
keystone Research Corp.
kimkopy Printing
 Gilbert knepper
Mr. & Mrs. Charles knight
 knights of St. John Building Assoc.
 Maureen & Alan koseff
 Deborah kuhn
 Steve & Linda kuhn
 Patricia S. Lacy
 Ladies of Grace-Grace Church
 Lake Erie Juniors
 Eden Lauffer
 Linda & Pat Leary
 Matthew Lebowitz
 Mary Ellen Dahlkemper & Ed Lesser
 Janel Levin
 Daniel & Marianne Levstek
 karen Lloyd
 Lena Logvina
 Meg Loncharic
Mr. & Mrs. James Longley
 LoRD Good Neighbor fund
 Joyce Lowery, SSJ
Lowe’s home Improvement
 Paul Lukach
 kim & Mike Lupichuk
 heidi Lutz
 Lynne Lynhart
 Robert Maas
 Deborah Mahoney
 Marlee Malpiedi
 Michael & Jean Malthaner
 Cynthia Manna
 Peggy Manns
 Abby Marasco
 Stacey & frank Marks
 Arthur & helen Martinucci
 John Masterson
 Sue McAllister

 Pierre & kathy McCormick
 timothy & Liz McCormick
 Andrew McCormick
 Eileen & Phil McCormick
 McCormick Structural Systems
 Jennifer McDade
 Namon McWilliams
 Marita Mead
MEk Solutions
Mr. & Mrs. James Meko
Mercyhurst Prep
Mercyhurst university
 Michael Messina, PhD
 karen Miller
 Ann Miller
 Joyce Miller, PhD
 Betsy Mitchell
 Joshua & heather Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Mittelmeier
 Mary Connie Monahan
 Carol Morehouse, SSJ
 Brenda Morrison
 William Motsch
 Cynthia Murphy
 Julie Myers
 Mary Narus
National fuel
National fuel Gas Co. foundation
tim NeCastro
 Laura Nicolia
 Northwest Charitable foundation, Inc.
 Northwest Savings Bank
 Patrick & Suzanne o’Connell
octane Custom Designs
our Lady of Peace 7:00 a.m. Mass Group
our Lady of Peace School
 Brian Pardini
Partnership of Women Religious, Inc.
 Abby & Jeff Paslowski
Patchwork of Love
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Pelkowski
 Greg Pfeffer
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Current Participant: Crystal
Crystal came to Erie DAWN in June 2015. As a single mom of a 2-year-old child, she knew that she needed to
get her life in order. “I want to be living on my own comfortably and to be pushed in the right direction instead
of going backward,” Crystal says.

Crystal has already made significant progress toward reaching her goals. She completed the Certified Nursing 
Assistant program through Corry Manor, which enabled her to secure a full-time CNA position at the LECOM 
Senior Living Center. In addition, she is living in an apartment owned by the Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood 
Network.

Crystal told Erie DAWN that she wanted the program to challenge her to reach her highest potential. With the 
guidance of supportive staff members and her own work in the Erie DAWN program, she is well on her way.

Changing Lives
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Supporters
Mr. & Mrs. Carmen Phillips
 Barbara Pollock
 fred Popeski
Portratz floral
 Janel Potratz Levin
 Cheryl Prescott
Presque Isle Downs
 Presque Isle Women’s Club
 Carol Przybycin
 Julio Quezada
Mr. & Mrs. thomas Quinn
 Dennis Ranalli
 David Randall
 Jane Rastetter
Drs. James & Mary Ray
 Dave & Mary Lou Reichard
 Charlotte Riddle
 Christine Riehl
 kris Risto
 Donna Roberts
Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie
Romolo Chocolates
 Laurie Root
 David & kathie Rothrock
 theresa Rotunda
 Michael Rubino
Ruscitti & Decker Auto Service, Inc.
 Larry & Marcia Russell
 Mary DePaul Sabella, SSJ
Santa’s helpers
Shafer family homes
 Robin Scheppner
 Philip Scrimenti
Senior helpers
Serve Erie
 katie Shafer
 Chip & teresa Shamburg
Shawnee optical
 Marvin & Jeanne Siddall
 Jerome Simon
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
Sisters of St. Joseph of NWPA
Sisters of St. Joseph Neighborhood Network
 Mary Smith
 Mary Snyder

Sportsmen’s Athletic Club
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
 Marietta & Igor Stalsky
Laura Steehler
 Dan Steen
 Ronald Steger
 Marcia Stiller
 John Stockard
 Carol Struchen
St. Andrew Guild
Sts. Peter & Paul Byzantine Catholic Church
Stuck Realty
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sullivan
 Cindy taraszki
 kate tarkowski
 Pat & Mike tellers
Mary Ann and Dan tempistini
 David teufel, DDS
 Robert theiss
 Bob & Cindy tinsley
 Mary Jane toddy
 Jim & Mary Ann toohey
 Steve trohoski
 Deborah uht
united Way of Erie County
 Lisa urbaniak
Rev. Msgr. Bernard J. urbaniak
 Jack & heidi utley
 Barbara Ann vavreck, SSJ
 Richard vicary
 Evelyn vieira
 holly villella
 theresa vitolo, PhD
 Stephanie Wagner, SSJ
 James Wakeman
 Barbara Walk
 kristen Walker
 kelly Weary
 valerie Weaver
 Michael & Susan Weber
Wegmans
 kathleen Weindorf
 Betsy Weiss
 Barbara Welton
 R. ted Weschler

 Rebecca Widdecombe
 Dave & Betsy Wiest
Women Gone Wild Golf Event
ye ole Sweet Shoppe
 Barbara yerace
 Stanley Zagorski

GRANtS
Erie Community foundation
  •  William & Rebecca Hilbert Family
     Charitable Endowment fund
  •  Robert & Kathleen Frenzel Fund
  •  James & Eileen Cullen Fund
  •  Erie Gives Matching Grant
  •  Erie Women’s Fund
  •  The Spaeder/Religious
      orders foundation
  •  The Walter Family Fund
Erie County Drug & Alcohol
Erie County Drug and
   Alcohol Coalition
Erie Insurance Group
housing and urban
  Development (huD)
the ophelia Project

Erie Insurance employees and Erie DAWN board 
members Kelli Gambill (L), Karen Miller (R)

presenting a check to Erie DAWN.

Current Participant: Whitney
Whitney came to Erie DAWN in June 2015 because the program had helped her mother to accomplish a lot.
“I’m hoping to do the same,” Whitney says. 

As a young single mom with three children, Whitney needed some extra help and guidance. Having become 
pregnant as a teenager, Whitney did not complete high school and thought her opportunities were limited. 
Working with Erie DAWN has helped her to see possibilities she didn’t know she could achieve. 

Currently enrolled in a GED course, Whitney is working as a home health care aide. She also has a positive 
relationship with her mentor, Mary. One of her goals is to learn how to stay on track financially. Since each 
program participant studies financial literacy, Whitney is learning how to manage her finances and to
become self-sufficient.

Crystal, Whitney and children enjoy the zoo with
LECOM intern Kara Finnegan

Crystal and her Son

Crystal and son with LECOM intern Keren Kohath Whitney and her mentor, Mary 

Home Sweet Home
Whitney and her children
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Supporters
In honor of Shirley Grobson
Gretchen van Gessel

In honor of
Eileen Gallagher Mccormick
Maureen Mccormick Solt

In honor of
Sister Mary claire kennedy, SSJ
Molly lang
connie Monahan

In honor of liz & tim Mccormick
Employees of
Mccormick Structural Systems

In honor of  
Sister Joyce lowery, SSJ
(50th Anniversary)
Sister carmel rojek, SSJ
(50th Anniversary)
Sister Mary carol hoke, SSJ
Sister Maria o’Nuffer, SSJ
Sister Stephanie Wagner, SSJ
Sister Maria Assumpta ruza, SSJ

In honor of katie & tim Shafer
Aileen Dillon
Michele & Will haydo
Aileen & Nate Metcalf

In honor of Diamond Jubilarians:
Sister Perpetua Dickant, SSJ
Sister Margaret frank, SSJ
Sister Mary helen forney, SSJ
Sister Josette Gocella, SSJ
Sister Elizabeth ruza, SSJ
Sisters of St. Joseph

In honor of  Bob Glowacki
Mary Ellen Dahlkemper & Ed lesser

In honor of  robert Glowacki family
Mr. & Mrs. Jame Meko
Mr. & Mrs. carmen Phillips

In Memory of All Deceased religious
Mary Smith
In Memory of helen Amond
lavaughn & Mike Buchanan
In Memory of carl & Ann DeDionisio
Mr. & Mrs. Mark DiPlacido
In Memory of robert & Stella Glowacki
Mr. & Mrs. russell forquer
In Memory of Marie Inter
Mr. & Mrs. John Dudenhoefer
In Memory of Michael Mccafferty
lavaughn & Mike Buchanan
In Memory of John Merkel
Joan Gallagher
In Memory of our Parents
harry & laura fornalczyk

In Memory of catherine Pirrello
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Mittelmeier
In Memory of viola Pomorski
Joseph Pomorski
In Memory of Ann Marie Pruvendenti
John & Barbara Beatty
In Memory of Jean & ty Schuermen
Bill & Dell Becker
In Memory of Audrey Scout hersch
Julie hersch
In Memory of Maryanne Szymanowski
Isabell lee
In Memory of Pam Weber
the Gallagher family
In Memory of Joan Weislogel
Barbara Walk

Accudyn Products, Inc.
AfLCIo
Agresti Real Estate
Susan Allison
American tinning & Galvanizing
Ashley & kuzma therapeutics 
Bill Becker
Catholic Charities
Chido’s Dry Cleaners
Crux, Inc.
Dahlkemper Jewelry Connection
Decision Associates
Erie Bank
Erie Beer
Erie Community foundation
Erie-Crawford Central
  Labor Council
Erie Insurance Group
Eriez Magnetics
Glowacki Management
hanes Erie, Inc.
highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
Martha hilbert

Event SponsorsWilliam M. hilbert, Sr. family 
Mr. & Mrs. William hilbert, Jr.
LPL financial – kevin Slocum
M Café
Marquette Savings Bank
Carolyn Masters, PhD
thomas Masters, Do
Monahan & Monahan CPA’S, PC
National fuel
Northwest Charitable
   foundation, Inc.
Northwest Savings Bank
PSB Industries, Inc.
Presque Isle Printing
Professional Communications
   Messaging Services, Inc.
Rebich Investments
Charlotte Riddle, CRNP
Ruscitti & Decker Auto Service
Senior helpers
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
Sportsmen’s Athletic Club
Sullivan Supply Co.

Syd’s Place Restaurant 
the Catholic foundation 
the McDonald Group
the Settlement Alliance
   - Naomi Duke, CfP
tri-State Pain Institute
uPMC health Plan
united Service Corp
united Way of Erie County
upsight, LLC
kelly Weary, CRNP
WICu tv

Lisa McCain from PSB Ind., 
and Maureen Dunn

Graduate: Char
The experience that Char has had with Erie DAWN has come full circle. Char is not 
only a graduate of the Erie DAWN program, she is also a current board member. Her 
willingness to give back to the program that helped her is a testament not only to her 
own transformation, but also to the fact that the program works. 

Char is employed as a Certified Registered Nurse 
Practitioner in the field of psychiatry. After earning 
both her associate’s and master’s degrees in nursing 
from Gannon University, Char is currently studying
at Capella University for a Doctorate in Nursing. 

“Through my life experience and experience as an Erie 
DAWN graduate, I hope to be able to support and 
forward the mission of the program,” Char says.

Char Riddle, Charles Riddle, Rich Brawn,
and Dee McIntyre

Erie DAWN Activities

Our Garden

Cooking Day

Christmas at Erie DAWN

Isiah having fun at the Erie DAWN 
Halloween party

Sade and her son



Letter from the Director
A change in seasons is always a time for reflection. Winter to spring, summer to fall...these transitions 
often provide us with an opportunity to pause and reflect on where we are as an organization. For the 
past 20 years, Erie DAWN has been addressing a critical need in our community—transitional housing 
for homeless women and children. These women are faced with problems such as domestic abuse, 
catastrophic medical bills, or loss of employment. They need time to get back on their feet and have a 
safe place to live. 
The seeds of growth are planted—relationship-building, budgeting, home inspections, job training, and 
social/emotional skills. Erie DAWN participants begin to transform their lives. The fruit of their labor 
won’t be visible right away; the participants need time to work through the Erie DAWN programming.
Having done the hard work, each woman is ready to experience the rich harvest found in a full,
self-sufficient life. She has reached her fullest growth and blossoms with the self-confidence and 
resilience needed to turn any season into a season of HOPE!
Thanks to you we are pleased to say, 20 years later, and hundreds of families served, Erie DAWN 
continues to give hope and housing to so many families.
Sincerely,

Maureen Dunn, Executive Director

Erie DAWN Works

Erie DAWN 2015 Annual Report

The following from MONAHAN & MONAHAN, P.C., is the statement of activities of total support, 
revenue and expenses for  Erie DAWN, Inc, for the year ended June 30, 2015.

$        –
        –
11,150

232,237
59,007
24,781
3,078
2,656

332,909
163,505

$496,414

SuPPoRt AND REvENuE
County of Erie - Project Reach
County of Erie - Drug and Alcohol
Corporate and agency grants
Contributions
Donated services, supplies and facilities
Rent income
Investment income, net
Other
                                    Subtotle
   Net assets released from restriction
                Total support and revenue

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

$         –
 –
 –
 –
 –
 –
–
 –
–

(2,659)
(2,659)

unrestricted
Permanently 
Restricted total

Financials

ExPENSES
Program services 
 Supportive housing

Supporting services
 Management and general
 Fundraising
  Total expenses            
             Sub-Total (Loss)

Unrealized gain (loss) investment
Increase (decrease) in net assets
Net assets at beginning of year
Net assets at end of year

$  240,043

103,488
28,989

372,520

123,894

(870)
123,024
188,554

 $311,578

 –

 –
 –
 –

 (2,659)

 –
(2,659)

2,659
_

240,043

103,488
28,989

372,520

121,235

(870)
120,365
191,213

 $311,578

unrestricted
Permanently 
Restricted total

$   125,648 
35,198

 –
 –
 –
 –
–
 –

160,846
(160,846)

_

temporarily 
Restricted

$  125,648
35,198
11,150

232,237
59,007
24,781
3,078
2,656

493,755
–

$493.755

$           –
  –
 –
 –
 –
–
 –

_
_
_
_

temporarily 
Restricted

Golf TournamenT
Thank you to all who participated in our “Tee it up” for Erie Dawn

golf tournament as part of our 20 Year Celebration!

 Our Golf Tournament Champions:
L-R, John Lipchik, Jim Dammeyer
Bill Leonard, and Chip Shamburg

Team Accudyn:
Kelly Byer, Danielle Bates, 
Janel Bonsell, and Peg Bly

Board member Liz McCormick and her husband Tim 
enjoying the 20th Anniversary Celebration

The Sportsman Club supporting Erie DAWN

Erie Gives Day 2015

Erie DAWN Activities

Elena Salvia, Ann Chido
Susan Sullivan, and Debbie Uht

Judy Kadlup, Alice Feehley Maus,
Kris Waskiewicz

1sT annual



Who WE ARE
Founded in 1995 as a shared ministry of the Sisters of St. Benedict, Sisters of Mercy 
and the Sisters of St. Joseph, Erie DAWN addresses the underlying root causes of 
homelessness by working with women to build assets - both tangible and intangible -
for their future. Our goal is to provide homeless women and their children with a
home, while giving them the support, resources and tools they need to achieve
economic self-sufficiency and permanent housing.

Who WE SERvE
Erie DAWN welcomes any adult woman who meets the following guidelines:
• Is single and homeless, with or without children, and 
 has a job earning a minimum of $1,000 a month
• Is committed to following strict requirements 
• Has rehabilitation in place for any mental health, drug 
 or alcohol issues and is drug-free

Why It WoRkS
Housing is the first step on the road to self-sufficiency. Through relationships
with landlords, mentors, volunteers and various agencies the families receive
support, resources and tools they need to achieve economic self-sufficiency
and permanent housing. 

Who We Are
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GovErNANcE
Sr. Mary herrmann, SSJ
Sr. JoAnne Courneen. RSM
Sr. Anne Wambach, oSB

BoArD of DIrEctorS
Bridget Shames - President
Marietta Stalsky - Past President
Michael Messina, PhD - vice President
kelli Gambill - Secretary
Elliott Ehrenreich - treasurer

Bernadette Bell, RSM
Lavaughn Buchanan
Jill DiMattio
Paul hakel
Elizabeth McCormick
karen Miller
Rosemary o’Brien, SSJ
Mary Ellen Plumb, oSB
Charlotte Riddle
katie Shafer

Erie DAWN Team
StAff
Sue Busse, finance Manager 
Gina Allison, Case Manager/Marketing
Charlotte Andersen, Administrative Asst.
Maureen Dunn, Executive Director
Brittany kane, Case Manager
Pam Biroscak, volunteer Coordinator 

   cElEBrAtING 20 YEArS!
For its twentieth anniversary year, Erie DAWN used the changing seasons to illustrate the transformation that program participants undergo 
as they work through the program. As part of our 20 year celebration we were pleased to honor Sr. Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ the first director, Bob 
Glowacki, the first lay board president and landlord, and Naomi Duke, the first graduate. The evening was a true celebration of the many people 
that have supported and benefited from The Erie DAWN program. 

Maureen Dunn, Naomi Duke,
Bob Glowacki

Changing Seasons, Changing Lives Event
Barb Yerace, Lena Logvina, Alice DeGeorge,

David DeGeorge, Michelle Zewe, Marlee Malpiedi

Lena Logvina, Mosaic

Kim Hitchcock, Sr. Phyllis Hibert, SSJ,
and Noel Burgoyne

 Jady (right) and her mentor, Judy (left)

Abeer Ghosheh, Gannon University MBA student 
intern with Board President Michael Messina

Sr. Barbara Ann Vavreck,  SSJ 

Volunteers from Serve Erie

thANkS to our voluNtEErS!

Sr. Mary Ellen Plumb, OSB Board Member, 
Bridget Glowacki, Board President, 

Sr. Bernadette Bell, RSM Board Member, and 
Sr. Natalie Rossi, RSM former Board MemberRyan Murphy, April Murphy,

Naomi Duke, Doreen Overly, and Bryan Harvey



Erie DAWN Inc
2549 West 8th Street

Erie, PA 16505
814-453-5921

www.eriedawn.org
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