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   Making a difference with a hand up, not a hand-out.   

A New Beginning 

Carol 

One of our success stories this 
year is Carol, a current program 

participant. Carol found Erie 

DAWN after leaving an unhealthy 

relationship with just her clothes. 
She often slept in her car or stayed 

at a friend's house or with her 
children, until she moved into a cockroach-infested motel 
room. Carol thought she would never find herself in this 

situation. But, even while having a good job and being 

sober, Carol was in extreme debt with no savings.  
 

Erie DAWN helped Carol to learn about money and find an 
apartment. Since then, Carol has gained confidence, paid 
down her debt, and put money in savings. Now, Carol is 

getting ready to graduate from our program and move into 
permanent housing. Carol’s story reminds us why we 

remain committed to helping women make positive changes 
in their lives and what a difference a helping hand can make. 

100% 
EMPLOYED 

 

100% 
PAYING RENT  
& UTILITIES 

By the Numbers 

Participants 
19 Adults   •   22 Children 

    Ages 1-61 
 
Domestic Violence 
43.6% experienced domestic 

violence within the year  

prior to entering the  

Erie DAWN program. 

Prior Living Situation 

48% doubled up with family 

17% were in emergency shelter 

15% moving from house to house 

10% transitional housing 

10% other 

WHO WE ARE 
 

Founded in 1995 as a shared ministry of the 

Benedictine Sisters of Erie, the Sisters of Mercy, 

and the Sisters of St. Joseph, Erie DAWN 

addresses the underlying root causes of 

homelessness by working with women to build 

assets— both tangible and intangible—for  

their future.  

 

Our goal is to provide homeless women and their 

children with a home, while giving them the 

support, resources, and tools they need to achieve 

economic self-sufficiency and permanent housing. 

 

Erie DAWN has developed relationships with  

Erie-area landlords and various agencies to provide 

services for over 500 women and children. 

Birdhouse by  

Matta D 
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   Statement of Activities   

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.  

The following is the statement of activities of total support, revenue and expenses for Erie DAWN, Inc.,  

for the year ended June 30, 2013.  

SUPPORT AND REVENUE  Unrestricted  
Temporarily  

Restricted  

Permanently  

Restricted  
Total 

County of Erie - Project Reach   — 114,946 — 114,946 

County of Erie - Drug and Alcohol  — 26,121 — 26,121 

Corporate and agency grants  33,395 — — 33,395 

Contributions  80,365 — — 80,365 

Donated services, supplies and facilities  61,777 — — 61,777 

Rent income  23,984 — — 23,984 

Investment income, net 7,793 — 182 7,975 

Other  1,486 — — 1,486 

     Subtotal 208,800 141,067 182 350,049 

Net assets released from restriction 141,067 (141,067) — — 

Total support and revenue  349,867 — 182 350,049 

     

EXPENSES      

Program services      

     Supportive housing  239,955 — — 239,955 

Supporting services      

     Management and general  97,506 — — 97,506 

     Fund raising  19,845 — — 19,845 

          Total expenses  357,306 — — 357,306 

          Sub-total (Loss) (7,439) — 182 (7,257) 

Add: Unrealized gain (loss) investment 7,364 — — 7,364 

     Increase (decrease) in net assets  (75) — 182 107 

Net assets at beginning of year  198,098 — 2,376 200,474 

Net assets at end of year  198,023 — 2,558 200,581 

$ $ $ $ 

$ $ $ $ 
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   Thank you to our grantmakers, donors, and supporters.   

A. T. Aburachis 
Accudyn Products Inc. 
AFSME Local 2666 
Ann Amen, SSJ 
American Legion East Erie Post 771 
American Tinning & Galvanizing 
Judge Fred Anthony 
Kathleen Anysz 
Apple Blossom Place 
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Armbruster 
Art's Bakery 
Patty Baldwin 
Mr. & Mrs. John Beatty 
Justin Beck 
Benedictine Sisters of Erie 
David Bennett 
Janet Bergkessel 
Janet Blakeslee 
Tammy Blystone 
Gail Bodner 
Cathy Bollheimer 
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Bool 
Katie Bool 
Gary & Laura Borowy 
Boston Bean Cafe 
Bonnie Boyd 
Victoria Brogdon 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Brown 
Maria Burenko 
Business Services of Edinboro 
Sue Busse 
Jane Campbell, Campbell Pottery 
Jerry Candela 
Cascade Park Club 
Heather Cash 
Dennis Cerami 
Don Chapman, Air Con, Inc. 
Elaine Chimenti 
Betty Jo Chitester 
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Clement 
Dr. & Mrs. Dennis G. Cole 
Connecting Hands 
Barbara Cullen 
Craig Cunningham 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Dahlkemper 
Mrs. Alice DeGeorge, Presque Isle Printing 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society,  

Alpha Iota Chapter  
Delta Kappa Gamma Society,  

Alpha Omega Chapter 
Mrs. Linda DeSantis 
Marti Deufel 
Daria Devlin 
Ellen DiPlacido 
Dr. James Drane 
Cathy & Gary Dudenhoefer 
Mary Dye 
Mary Eckert 
Eileen Engel 
Erie County PASR 
Erie Playhouse 
Erie Promotions and Expos Inc. 
Erie Zoo 
Melissa Estep 
Evan Everhart 

Chris & Mary Fette 
Crispin & Lori Follett 
Laura Fornalczyk 
Sara Frye 
Esther J. Fucci 
Fast Signs 
Fulton Athletic Club 
Julie Gandley 
Gibbens Creative/Elite Aerial Images 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Glowacki 
Glowacki Management Company 
Grace Church 
Grise Audio Visual Center, Inc. 
Mary Ellen Grisier 
Edward Grout 
Carol Habas 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hagen 
Alan Hannibal 
Patricia Hardner 
Danna Hartwig 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hauser 
Pat Heard 
Highmark 
Mr. & Mrs. John Hilbert 
Mr. & Mrs. William Hilbert Sr. 
Holy Rosary Church 
Jewel Howell   
Tom Hubert, Mercyhurst University 
Paul E. Iavarone 
Jitter's Coffee & Bake Shoppe 
Cheryl Johnson 
Beverly and James Jones 
JTM Foods 
M. Timothy Kelley, RSM 
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Kempinski 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kennedy 
Gail Kennedy 
Jeanne Kennedy 
Michelle Kent 
Robyn Kermode 
Mrs. Mary Kathleen Kern 
Carol Kindle 
Ms. Renee Kloecker 
Gilbert Knepper Jr. 
Knights of St. John Building Association 
Maureen Koseff 
Steve & Linda Kuhn 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark C Kulyk 
Molly Lang 
Larese Floral 
Eden Lauffer 
Janel Potratz Levin 
Lynne Linhart 
Mr. & Mrs. James Longley 
Lord Corporation Good Neighbor Fund 
Art Lubomski, Mosaic Consulting 
Ms. Kimberly Lytle 
Gary's Flower Shoppe 
Robert Maas 
Carol Mando 
Peggy Mans 
Marquette Savings Bank 
Mr. & Mrs. Art Martinucci 
Atty. Joseph Martone 
Matta D 

Sue McAllister 
McCormick Structural Systems 
Diana Meanor 
Mr. & Mrs. James Meko 
Rose Metrik 
Steve Mik 
Ann L. Miller 
Karen Miller 
Kim Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Mittelmeier 
Mary Monahan 
Monahan & Monahan, CPAs, PC 
George & Chen-J Mondie 
Marie Eileen Moyer, SSJ 
Martha Mueller 
Mary M. Narus 
National Fuel Resources 
Bob Neely 
Laura Nicolia 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin O'Connell 
Suzanne O'Connell 
Julie Oborski 
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon Osborn 
Mrs. Laura F. Ott 
Our Lady of Peace Third Grade Class 
Our Lady of the Lake Church (Thrifty 

Threads/Social Concerns) 
PA Association of School Retirees 
Brian Pardini 
Shelia Parker 
Abby & Jeff Paslowski 
Jerome & Mary Ann Pelkowski 
The Most Reverend Lawrence T. Perisco, JCL 
PHB Employees  
David & Asher Plonski 
Melissa Polacci 
Joseph Pomorski 
Presque Isle Downs 
Professional Communications  

Messaging Service, I 
Carol Pryzbycin 
Thomas & Mary Quinn 
David Randall 
Real Life Church 
Jennifer & Terri Reed, Relish Gallery 
Lee Rexrode 
Msgr. Gerald Ritchie 
Kat Ritenour Photography 
Donna Roberts 
Romolo Chocolates 
Theresa Rotunda 
Karen Rugare  
James Rutkowski, Sr., Industrial Sales  

and Manufacturing 
Santa's Helpers 
Dave Scaletto 
Jeffrey & Beth Scanio 
Schaffner, Knight, Minnaugh 
Robin Scheppner 
Deb Seaman 
David Seitzinger 
Deb Sementelli 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl R. Shamburg 
Shawnee Optical 
Jayne Simon 

Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 
Sisters of St. Joseph of NW PA 
Kim Skibinski 
Sportsmen's Athletic Club 
St. Andrew's Ladies Guild 
St. George School 
St. Jude the Apostle Church 
St. Peter and Paul Church 
The Patchwork of Love Group, St. Paul's 

Lutheran Church 
Marietta Stalsky 
Stan's Garden Center 
Josh Szymanowski 
Ms. Mary Tellers 
The Bert Company 
The UPS Store 
Claudia Thornburg 
Mary Jane Toddy 
Jim & Mary Ann Toohey 
Michelle Tortorelli 
Rev. Msgr Bernard J. Urbaniak 
Sr. Anastasia Valimont, SSJ 
Sr. Barbara Ann Vavreck, SSJ 
Lindsay Vendetti 
Vicary Insurance Agency 
Evelyn Vieira 
Villa Maria Elementary School 
Dr. Theresa Vitolo, Ph.D., Gannon 

University 
VMA Class of 1970 
Kym Wall 
The Walter Family Fund 
Ron Washe 
Richard & Marguerite Weibel 
Stanley Weidner 
Gretchen Wheeler, Claytopia 
Carol Wieczorek 
Betsy Wildauer 
Barbara Yerace 
Cheryl Zalek, Wild Birds Unlimited 
Rose Ann Zimm 
Zonta Club 
 

Grants 
Erie County Drug and Alcohol 
Erie Insurance Giving Network 
Erie Community Foundation 
Erie Gives, Erie Community Foundation 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
The James and Eileen Cullen Fund of the 

Erie Community Foundation 
The William and Rebecca Hilbert Family 

Charitable Endowment Fund of the 
Erie Community Foundation 

The Chip and Theresa Shamburg Fund of 
the Erie Community Foundation 

The Erie Women’s Fund of the Erie 
Community Foundation 

Our Kids, Our Neighborhood, Our Future 
Grant of the Erie Community 
Foundation 

Annual Report Award Grant from The 
Nonprofit Partnership and the Erie 
Community Foundation 



Challenges of 2012-13 
Working against the tide of poverty, homelessness, lack of 

affordable housing, and lack of living wage jobs 

Challenging to find women who can meet minimum 

requirements of Erie DAWN program 

As the demand for affordable apartments increases, it is harder 

to find landlords that can afford to offer apartments to us at 

reduced rate. 

The increase in homeless youth calls us to want to assist  

in this area 

 

Implications for Erie DAWN  
Address community issues, not just homelessness: poverty, 

homelessness, living wages, affordable housing, abuse, 

substance abuse 

Stay connected and updated with community agencies  

for referrals  

 

Goals 
Move more people through transitional housing 

Seek funding to move more families into permanent housing  

Offer Financial Social Work to enhance the chances of being 

able to sustain permanent housing 

Involve Board in Resource and Development 

Offer outreach that can serve as homeless prevention 

Continue to be viewed as a model program among  

local agencies 

Challenges, Implications, and Goals 
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   Growth and Opportunity   

Contact Us:  

Erie DAWN, Inc. 

2549 West 8th Street 

Erie, PA 16505 

814-453-5921 

www.eriedawn.org 

2012-13 BOARD  
 

LaVaughn Buchanan,  

Past President 

Karen Miller, President 

Marietta Stalsky,  

Vice President 

Kelli Gambill, Secretary 

Christine Wilhelm, 

Treasurer 

Bernadette Bell, RSM 

Katie Bool 

Sandi Carangi 

Daria Devlin 

Elliott Ehrenreich 

Jeff Evans 

Helen Hospodar 

Rosemary O’Brien, SSJ 

Mary Ellen Plumb, OSB 

Bridget Shames 

2012-13 STAFF  

 

Maureen Dunn  

Executive Director   
maureen@eriedawn.org 

 

Gina Allison  
Case Manager  
gallison@eriedawn.org 

  

Pam Biroscak  
Case Manager, Mentor/
Volunteer Coordinator  
pam@eriedawn.org 

  

Susan Busse  
Financial Manager  
sue@eriedawn.org 

  

Birdhouse by  

Jane Campbell 


