
Erie DAWN Inc
2549 West 8th Street

Erie, PA 16505
814-453-5921

www.eriedawn.org
The Heart Is.

Erie DAWN 2012 Annual Report

Home Is Where



The Heart Is.

Who WE ARE
Founded in 1995 as a shared ministry of the Sisters of St. 
Benedict, Sisters of Mercy and the Sisters of St. Joseph, 
Erie DAWN addresses the underlying root causes of 
homelessness by working with women to build assets—
both tangible and intangible—for their future. Our goal is 
to provide homeless women and their children with a home, 
while giving them the support, resources and tools they 
need to achieve economic self-sufficiency and permanent 
housing.

Who WE SERvE
Erie DAWN welcomes any adult woman who meets the 
following guidelines:

• Is single and homeless, with or without children, and 
 has a job earning a minimum of $1200 a month
• Is committed to following strict requirements 
• Has rehabilitation in place for any mental health, drug 
 or alcohol issues and is drug-free

Why It WoRkS
Erie Dawn has developed relationships with Erie area 
landlords and various agencies to provide services for over 
400 women and children. These women and children are a 
living testament to Erie DAWN’s strengths. The results: 79 
percent of participants paid their rent on time, 90 percent 
of participants followed a monthly budget and 46 percent 
participated in job training/continuing education. 

Who We Are
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Governance
Sr. Mary herrmann, SSJ
Sr. JoAnne Courneen. RSM
Sr. Anne Wambach, oSB

Board of directors
Bernadette Bell, RSM
katie Bool
Lavaughn Buchanan, Past President
Sandi Carangi
Daria Devlin
Elliott J. Ehrenreich
Jeffrey G. Evans
kelli Gambill
helen hospodar
karen Miller, Board  President
Rosemary o’Brien, SSJ
Mary Ellen Plumb, oSB
Bridget Shames
Marietta Stalsky

Erie DAWN Team

Board Members
Marietta Stalsky        Sr. Bernadette Bell, RSM       katie Bool

StAff
Maureen Dunn, Executive Director
Gina Allison, Case Manager 
Pam Biroscak, volunteer Coordinator 
Sue Busse, finance Manager 
Mary viglione, Case Manager

siGnificance of the Birdhouse.
As the cornerstone of Erie DAWN is to provide housing, we 
find the symbol of a house very significant. As home is where 
the heart is, the family feels safe and secure knowing they have 
a place to call home. The symbol of a house is incorporated into 
our logo and we have used it in decorating Christmas Trees for 
Festival of Trees to major fundraisers.
You will see throughout this report pictures of birdhouses 
created by local artist that were auctioned off at our annual 
spring fundraiser, Come Fly with Me.

Birdhouse by Susie McAllister
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Janel Potratz Levin



I do not think a day goes by that I don’t read something in the paper or see a news story 
about the economic condition of families in Erie County-- 47.3 percent of children 
under 18 living in poverty; low numbers of living wage jobs; a lack of safe, affordable 
housing; debates over self-sufficiency and so much more.
 At times, it almost seems hopeless.  These problems are so large and so complex, we 
begin to wonder how we can ever make a difference.  But when I look back on our 
year at Erie DAWN, I realize that this is one place where we are seeing change.  In 
reviewing our outcomes, both data-based and anecdotal, on the following pages, I 
think you will agree with me that the Erie DAWN program works.  
We are making a difference in the lives of women and children in Erie County 
by addressing life issues such as affordable housing, financial stability and healthy 
behaviors.  We are paying attention to the work being done by other organizations such 
as the Erie County Policy & Planning Council and Erie Vital Signs in order to ensure 
that our program supports the large-scale community impact they endorse.  And we are 
working toward the ultimate goal of individual self-sufficiency, which we know is the 
key to both community and personal growth.
This kind of intensive work is incredibly rewarding for Erie DAWN staff and 
volunteers-- but it also requires incredible resources from supporters like you.  Thank 
you for all you have done in this year to make our work possible.  Day by day, family by 
family, we will continue to make a difference in the lives of Erie families.  

Sincerely,

Maureen Dunn
Executive Director

Erie DAWN Works
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The following from MONAHAN & MONAHAN, P.C., is the statement of activities of total support, 
revenue and expenses for  Erie DAWN, Inc, for the year ended June 30, 2012.

$ 133,447
23,008
47,755
75,365
52,752
20,112
(5,301)

1,057
$348,195

SuPPoRt AND REvENuE
County of Erie - Project Reach
County of Erie - Drug and Alcohol
Corporate and agency grants
Contributions
Donated services, supplies and facilities
Rent income
Investment income
Other
 Total support and revenue

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

$         –
 –
 –
 –
 –
 –
–
 –
–

$  133,447
23,008
47,755
75,365
52,752
20,112
(5,301)

1,057
$348,195

unrestricted
Permanently 
Restricted total

Financials

Event chair Robin Scheppner with 
attendees Beth Zimmer and 
Deb vahanian

ExPENSES
Program services 
 Supportive housing

Supporting services
 Management and general
 Fund raising
  Total expenses

Increase (decrease) in net assets
Net assets at beginning of year
Net assets at end of year

234,232

100,695
21,635

356,562

(8,367)
206,465 

$198,0968

 –

 –
 –
 –

 –
2,376

$2,376

234,323

100,695
21,635

356,562

(8,367)
208,841 

$200,474

Families are the heart of Erie DAWN. Two of our families 
enjoying  family outings. Adrianne and her son at the Zoo 
and Jen and her children at Art Night.

volunteers like Sr. Barbara vavreck, SSJ, shown here with 
Pam Biroscak, volunteer Coordinator, are important to 
the success of Erie DAWN’s program. 

Ned and Susie McAllister, 
son and mother artists and 
supporters.

Martha Mueller, artist and 
long-time supporter

Come Fly With Me
Erie DAWN held its fourth annual art auction, Come Fly with Me, on 
May 4, 2012 at the Erie Art Museum. The highlight of the event was a 
silent auction comprised of more than 35 birdhouse-themed art designs 
created by local artists. The sales of these one-of-a-kind creations provided 
much needed revenue to facilitate Erie DAWN’s programs of rent 
assistance, financial guidance and advocacy.

unrestricted
Permanently 
Restricted total



Homelessness Awareness
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Supporters

GRANtS
Citizens Bank foundation
huD Reach Grant
Erie Insurance 
Erie County Drug & Alcohol
Erie Community foundation “Retool Erie”
Erie Community foundation “helping today”
Erie Communty foundation “Step Ahead”
Welcome Club of Erie “Local Charities Support”
Erie Insurance “Giving Network”

 * Rent Assistance   
** Landlords
***fund of the Erie Community foundation

Tony and Jenni Stefanelli of Romolo Chocolates 
participated in Erie DAWN’s cookie sale.

Program graduate Rosena and her mentor 
Kathie, along with other Erie DAWN families, 
helped create decorations for the Festival of Trees. 
Erie DAWN mentors offer women guidance on a 
one-to-one basis.

Erie Insurance continues to be a strong supporter 
of Erie DAWN. L-R: Karen Miller, Ann Scott, 
Maureen Dunn.

Marietta and Igor Stalsky
Pat timko
David tullio
karen and Steve vanover
trina and tom Watson
Charlotte Andersen
Jeanne and harold Bender
Mary Calabrese
Paul Carpenedo
Cary and Georgia Chludzinski
vera Cole
Carolyn hammer
Danna and Denny hartwig
Pat hogan
Margaret McCafferty
Emma Lee McCloskey
karen Miller
Montmarc hoA
Deborah Morton
Carol Przybycin
Jane and Darrell Ross
team hardinger
Mary tellers
Lionel and Dolores tully
kathy and Scott veith
Patsy Watson

kenneth and karen Evans
James and Mary vogt
Patricia and Robert Wheeler
Jean and Bob Ashworth
Carolyn Beck
Benedictine Sisters of Erie
Erie DAWN
Sandi Carangi
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Erie
James and kathleen Dammeyer
James and Marian Dunkle
Mary and William Earnst
Louis floros
Laura and harry fornalczyk
kathy and Gary Goodelle
tom and Julie heintzel
Dr. and Mrs. floyd and Rosanne hyatt
Dolores kaminski
Adele and John karle
Sr. Mary Claire kennedy, SSJ
heidi Lutz
Greg and Michelene Martin
John J. McCormick Jr.
Catherine, Dorothy, and Margaret Murphy
Nancy and John Pancerev
Joseph Pomorski
Marilyn Reiser
David and kathie Rothrock

in Memory of helen Bule 
Charlotte francis
in Memory of albert Metrik 
Rose Metrik
 in Memory of francis Kloecker Jr.
Renee kloecker
 in Memory of Pauline frank
Patty Baldwin
 in Memory of Joseph and Josephine fucci 
Esther J. fucci
 in Memory of Maria Greer 
Sandi Carangi
in Memory of rita Kalivoda 
Robert kalivoda
 in Memory of sr. Kathleen Leap, rsM 
kathy Bills
 in Memory of catherine Pirrello 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Mittelmeier
in Memory of anneMarie Pruvendenti 
Mr. and Mrs. John Beatty
 in Memory of dolly theiss
Robert theiss
 in Memory of viola J. Pomorski 
Joseph Pomorski

in honor of sr. Phyllis hilbert, ssJ
elizabeth calupca

 in honor of Msgr. charles Kaza
Kathleen Weindorf

 in honor of roberta volgstadt
Mary hope Wilson-desanti

in honor of the 
Wednesday Breakfast friends

Kathleen Kern

in MeMory of rayMond fLaherty and Mary fLaherty

   According to the Erie County’s Department of Human Services, the 
number of homeless people in Erie increased from 405 in 2011 to 439 in 
2012. Erie DAWN brings awareness to the growing issue of homelessness with 
activities each November during National Homelessness Awareness Month. 
   
 In November 2011, local bakeries participated in a bake sale of house-shaped 
cookies to help Erie DAWN raise both awareness and funds. Erie DAWN 
families, friends, staff and board members painted homemade birdhouse 
ornaments that were used to decorate a tree at the Festival of Trees event, 
where Erie DAWN also coordinated “No Room at the Inn,” a display of more 
than 70 nativity scenes from around the world.
    
By providing safe, affordable, independent transitional housing to program 
participants, Erie DAWN helps women transition from homelessness to 
homes of their own.  

The handmade ornaments adorned 
an Erie DAWN tree at the Festival 
of the Trees, where Erie DAWN also 
presented the “No Room at the Inn” 
nativity scene showcase.



Julie
Julie, a proud Erie DAWN graduate, overcame many of 
life’s obstacles including addiction and abuse. Julie worked 
hard to get her personal life on track which has lead to her 
being promoted to manager at a local restaurant. 

Julie attributes her success to hard work and determination 
and gives credit to the dedicated staff at Erie DAWN 
and her mentor, Kathy. Julie and Kathy have maintained 
a friendship for almost nine years and their relationship 
continues to grow.

Julie has stayed in touch with Erie DAWN over the years 
as she would share her successes with us. She resides in 
Edinboro with her daughter and has started saving for her 
first home, the final step on her path to self-sufficiency.

Toccora
Toccora came to Erie DAWN just one year ago after living 
on her own since the age of 17. Working full-time and a 
mother of two young children, Toccora has gone from 
staying with friends and sleeping in her car to attending 
Penn State Behrend School of Nursing. Toccora’s ultimate 
goal is to graduate with a bachelor in nursing and to pursue 
this profession. 

Toccora is a devoted mother and it is obvious when you see 
her interact with her children that she is determined to pass 
on her strong values to her children. She volunteered as a 
coach for the children’s kickball team at the YMCA and is 
very involved with their other activities. 

Toccora has a gentle spirit and strong will. Her work ethic 
and determination are admirable. She understands that the 
key to self-sufficiency is education and employment.  

Changing Lives

Julie and her daughter

toccora and her children
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Supporters

Birdhouse by Cheryl Zalik

our Lady of Mercy Parish
3rd grade our Lady of Peace School
Brian Pardini
Partnership of Women Religious, Inc.
Abby Paslowski
Sharon & David Patterson
Jerome & Mary Ann Pelkowski
Penn State university
PhB, Inc
Shawn Phelps
kathy Pirrello
Joe Pomorski
fred Popeski**
Potratz floral Shop
Sr. Nancy Prenatt, SSJ
Presque Isle Downs
Presque Isle Printing
Professional Communications 
  Messaging Service
ProSource
Elaine nPuzar
thomas & Mary Quinn
David Randall
Red hot Rug Cutters
Jennifer & terri Reed
Relish Gallery
Lana Rinehardt
Gerald Ritchie
Robert & kathleen frenzel fund***
Denise Illig Robison
Susan Roehrl
Nathan & Anita Rogowski
Roman Catholic Diocese of Erie
Romolo Chocolates
Jane & Darrell Ross
Sr. Natalie Rossi, RSM
David & kathie Rothrock
theresa Rotunda
Ruscitti & Decker Auto Service, Inc.
Sr. Betty Ruza, SSJ
Jim Sabol
Santas helpers

Beth Scanio
Schaffner, knight & Minnaugh & Co. 
  and Employees
fran Schanz
Robin Scheppner
karen kelly Schmidt
Mary Schmidt
Diane Schneider
Sr. Michele Schroeck, RSM
Dan Schultz
kim Schultz
Arthur f Schultz Company
David & Lucinda Seitzinger
Deb Sementelli
Jenny Serafini
Sr. Angela Marie Servidea, SSJ
Bridget & Garrett Shames
Shawnee optical
Sherwin- Williams
Carolyn Signorino
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
Sisters of St. Joseph of Northwestern PA**
Beth Sitler
kim Skibinski
Skibinski Park
Daniel Sloppy
kathy Smith
Smith Provision Company
kathy Spears
St. Andrews Ladies Guild
St. Gregory Student Activity Group
St. Pauls Lutheran Church
St. Peter & Paul Church
St. vincent health Center 
  Community Service fund
Marietta  Stalsky
Stans Garden Center
tony & Jenni Stefanelli
Diana Stoker
Superior Motor
Eleanor Supinski
Linda Sutto

Daniel Sweny
Nancy taylor
Mary tellers
Scott thompson
Claudia thornburgh
Mary Jane toddy
Christine tombaugh
Atty. Jim & MaryAnn toohey
Dave tullio
u Pick Six tap house
united Way of Erie Co
Rev Msgr Bernard urbaniak
Lisa urbnaiak
John vahanian
vanamburg Group
Sr. Barbara Ann vavreck, SSJ
Evelyn vieira
villa Maria Class of 1961
Roberta  volgstadt
Marilyn Walker
kym Wall
Stacy Wang
Bernie Warzynak
Ron & Caroline Washe
Lorrie Watts
Aleen Weindorf
Welcome Club of Erie Local 
  Charities Support
Mary Werling
Robert & Patricia Wheeler
Wild Birds unlimited
Sean Wiley
Christine Wilhelm
Mary hope Wilson-Desanti
Amanda Woods
ye old Sweet Shop
Maryann yochim
Cheryl Zalik
Beth Zimmer
Sr. Marilyn Zimmerman, SSJ**
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Through support and partnerships with many organizations, Erie DAWN is able to provide supportive 
and caring services to homeless women and children during each and every season of the year. Supporters

Birdhouse by Jennifer & terri Reed from Relish Studio & Gallery 

Birdhouse by Carl Larese

 A.t.Aburachis
Accudyn Products, Inc.*
Sr. Marjorie Adams, SSJ
Alcor
Allburn florists
Elizabeth Allen
Gina Allison
katie Allison
Amark Environmental
Ambridge Rose Spa & Salon
American tinning & Galvanizing Company
Mary Beth Amon
Lauren Amthor
Charlotte M. Andersen
kathy Anysz
Jay Armbruster
Art’s Grocery
Mary Baird
Lori Baker
Patty Baldwin
Bridget Barber
Carla Barnes
Paula Barrett
tammy & Mike Batchelor
John & Barbara Beatty
Carolyn Beck
Justin Beck 
John & Shirley Becker
Benedictine Sisters of Erie
Darlene Bennett
Patricia Bennett
Janet Bergkessel
Arnold & Marilyn Berquist
Bert Insurance Group
Msgr. William Biebel
kathy Bills
Peg Bly*
Julie Boam
Edward Bolt
Charles & Diana Bool
katie Bool

St. Rita Brocke, RSM
Brugger funeral homes & Crematory
Lavaughn Buchanan
Building Systems, Inc.
Noel Burgoyne
Business Services of Edinboro
Susan Busse
Mary Butler
Gary Cacchione
Sean Cain
Elizabeth Caldwell
Lora Caldwell
Betty Ann Calupca
Camp Notre Dame
Ed Campbell 
Campbell Pottery
Sandi Carangi
Donna Carlino
Paul Carpenedo
Carpenter Rentals**
Carrara Steel
Gay Catania
Dennis Cerami
Charming Charlies
Children’s Experience Museum
Elaine Chimenti
Betty Jo Chitester
Sharon Christopher
Pat Clute
Barb Cullen
D h Steel Products
D. Ellis Company
Daniel & kathy Dahlkemper
Mary Ann D’Annibale
Erika Dauber
Joan & Paul Davis
Alice DeGeorge
Delta kappa Gamma Alpha Iota Chapter
Desantis Builders
Marti Deufel
Atty. Neal & Daria Devlin

Susan Dicara
Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
Mary therese & Michael Dinga family
Joe & Lisa Dobrich
Sr. Claudia Dombrowski, SSJ
Caley Doran
Dr. Gertrude Barber 
   Employee Service fund
Mary & Gary Dudenhoefer
kathy Dudenhoffer
Naomi Duke
Nancy Dunegan
Maureen Dunn
Sr. Mary Ellen Dwyer SSJ
E & L Management**
Mary Eckert
Edinboro university
Atty. Elliott Ehrenreich
Elks Lodge # 67 Ladies Auxiliary
Dan & Deborah Ellis
Eileen Engle
Erie Art Museum
Erie City Mission
Erie Community foundation
Erie County Bar Association
Erie County Medical Society***
Erie federal Credit union
Erie Indemnity
Erie Insurance Giving Network
Erie Insurance Group
Erie Playhouse
Erie Zoological Society
Eriez Magnetics Charitable Contributions
Melissa Estep
Evan Everhart
kathy falbo
Randall farabaugh
fast Signs
Shirley ferrante**
Chris & Mary fette
Evelyn finnecy

veronica fisher
Steve flaherty
Debbie foister
Lori follett
harry & Laura fornalczyk
Lori foster
Charlotte francis
Lori freeman
Esther fucci
Gannon university
Gannon university 
  Small Business Development Center
Gary’s flower Shoppe
GE foundation
Mary kay Geary
Geary’s Studio 7 Gallery
GECAC
Pat Genung
Bob & Mary Alice Glowacki
Glowacki Management Company
Deborah Goodlet
Grace Church
Greene township Lioness Club
Edward Grout
Eileen Grow
kaylyn Gustafson
Susan & tom hagen
Amy hahn
hANDS**
Alan hannibal*
Patricia hardner
Renata harland
Judy hauser
Mr. & Mrs. Robert held
highmark
Joe hilbert
Bill hilbert Jr.
Martha & Bill hilbert Sr.
Sr. Phyllis hilbert, SSJ**
kimberly hinkson
Lisa Beery holman
helen hospodar
Diane howard
Jewell howell

Sr. Martha howick, SSJ
Paul Iavarone
Icing on the Lake
J. L. Nick
James & Eileen Cullen fund***
John & Margaret Spaeder fund***
Cheryl Johnson
katherine Johnson
Jean Joyce
Barbara keim
Chuck & Patti kennedy
Gail kennedy 
Sr. Mary Claire kennedy, SSJ
Robyn kermode
kathleen kern
Gilbert knepper Jr.
knights of St. John Building Association
Erica kojan
Douglas kolcun
Laurie kondylis
Denise kovachs
Mary kwiatkowski
Marie Lander
Carl Larese
Larese floral Design
Dave Lastowski
Amy Lechner
LECoM
Jane Levin
Janel Potratz Levin
Lincoln financial
Christine Linkie
Mr. & Mrs. James  Longley
Lord Corporation Good Neighbor fund
Paul Lukach
Aaron Lundberg
kim & Michael Lupichuk
heidi Lutz
Gary Maas
Make It fabulous Catering
Malin Berquist & Company
Cynthia Manna
Peggy Mans
Anita Rose Marcoline

Maria house
Mark tanenbaum Auctioneer
Marquette Savings Bank
Dennis Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Art Martinucci
Joseph Martone
Mary Jo Matheis
Ned McAllister
Susie McAllister
Mint McCafferty
Emma Lee McCloskey
Liz McCormick
McCormick Coffee
karen McGrath
Elizabeth Mclaren
Mechanical Contractors Assoc, NWPA
MEk Solutions
Mercyhurst Prep Serteens
Albert & Rose Metrik
Steve Mik
Jim Miller
karen Ann Miller
valerie Mininger
Josephine Mittelmeier
Monahan & Monahan
Msgr. Robert Goodill Council 1129 at St. Luke
Martha Mueller*
Janice Mullen
Julie Myers
Myers technology
William Nagy
Mary Narus
National Association of Insurance Women
National fuel Gas Company foundation
National fuel Gas Distribution Corp.
Sr. Rosemary o’Brien, SSJ
kevin & Susan o’Connell
Suzanne o’Connell
Sr. Maria onuffer, SSJ
Gordon & Barbara osborne
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Julie
Julie, a proud Erie DAWN graduate, overcame many of 
life’s obstacles including addiction and abuse. Julie worked 
hard to get her personal life on track which has lead to her 
being promoted to manager at a local restaurant. 

Julie attributes her success to hard work and determination 
and gives credit to the dedicated staff at Erie DAWN 
and her mentor, Kathy. Julie and Kathy have maintained 
a friendship for almost nine years and their relationship 
continues to grow.

Julie has stayed in touch with Erie DAWN over the years 
as she would share her successes with us. She resides in 
Edinboro with her daughter and has started saving for her 
first home, the final step on her path to self-sufficiency.

Toccora
Toccora came to Erie DAWN just one year ago after living 
on her own since the age of 17. Working full-time and a 
mother of two young children, Toccora has gone from 
staying with friends and sleeping in her car to attending 
Penn State Behrend School of Nursing. Toccora’s ultimate 
goal is to graduate with a bachelor in nursing and to pursue 
this profession. 

Toccora is a devoted mother and it is obvious when you see 
her interact with her children that she is determined to pass 
on her strong values to her children. She volunteered as a 
coach for the children’s kickball team at the YMCA and is 
very involved with their other activities. 

Toccora has a gentle spirit and strong will. Her work ethic 
and determination are admirable. She understands that the 
key to self-sufficiency is education and employment.  

Changing Lives
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toccora and her children
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Jane & Darrell Ross
Sr. Natalie Rossi, RSM
David & kathie Rothrock
theresa Rotunda
Ruscitti & Decker Auto Service, Inc.
Sr. Betty Ruza, SSJ
Jim Sabol
Santas helpers

Beth Scanio
Schaffner, knight & Minnaugh & Co. 
  and Employees
fran Schanz
Robin Scheppner
karen kelly Schmidt
Mary Schmidt
Diane Schneider
Sr. Michele Schroeck, RSM
Dan Schultz
kim Schultz
Arthur f Schultz Company
David & Lucinda Seitzinger
Deb Sementelli
Jenny Serafini
Sr. Angela Marie Servidea, SSJ
Bridget & Garrett Shames
Shawnee optical
Sherwin- Williams
Carolyn Signorino
Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
Sisters of St. Joseph of Northwestern PA**
Beth Sitler
kim Skibinski
Skibinski Park
Daniel Sloppy
kathy Smith
Smith Provision Company
kathy Spears
St. Andrews Ladies Guild
St. Gregory Student Activity Group
St. Pauls Lutheran Church
St. Peter & Paul Church
St. vincent health Center 
  Community Service fund
Marietta  Stalsky
Stans Garden Center
tony & Jenni Stefanelli
Diana Stoker
Superior Motor
Eleanor Supinski
Linda Sutto

Daniel Sweny
Nancy taylor
Mary tellers
Scott thompson
Claudia thornburgh
Mary Jane toddy
Christine tombaugh
Atty. Jim & MaryAnn toohey
Dave tullio
u Pick Six tap house
united Way of Erie Co
Rev Msgr Bernard urbaniak
Lisa urbnaiak
John vahanian
vanamburg Group
Sr. Barbara Ann vavreck, SSJ
Evelyn vieira
villa Maria Class of 1961
Roberta  volgstadt
Marilyn Walker
kym Wall
Stacy Wang
Bernie Warzynak
Ron & Caroline Washe
Lorrie Watts
Aleen Weindorf
Welcome Club of Erie Local 
  Charities Support
Mary Werling
Robert & Patricia Wheeler
Wild Birds unlimited
Sean Wiley
Christine Wilhelm
Mary hope Wilson-Desanti
Amanda Woods
ye old Sweet Shop
Maryann yochim
Cheryl Zalik
Beth Zimmer
Sr. Marilyn Zimmerman, SSJ**
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Supporters

GRANtS
Citizens Bank foundation
huD Reach Grant
Erie Insurance 
Erie County Drug & Alcohol
Erie Community foundation “Retool Erie”
Erie Community foundation “helping today”
Erie Communty foundation “Step Ahead”
Welcome Club of Erie “Local Charities Support”
Erie Insurance “Giving Network”

 * Rent Assistance   
** Landlords
***fund of the Erie Community foundation

Tony and Jenni Stefanelli of Romolo Chocolates 
participated in Erie DAWN’s cookie sale.

Program graduate Rosena and her mentor 
Kathie, along with other Erie DAWN families, 
helped create decorations for the Festival of Trees. 
Erie DAWN mentors offer women guidance on a 
one-to-one basis.

Erie Insurance continues to be a strong supporter 
of Erie DAWN. L-R: Karen Miller, Ann Scott, 
Maureen Dunn.

Marietta and Igor Stalsky
Pat timko
David tullio
karen and Steve vanover
trina and tom Watson
Charlotte Andersen
Jeanne and harold Bender
Mary Calabrese
Paul Carpenedo
Cary and Georgia Chludzinski
vera Cole
Carolyn hammer
Danna and Denny hartwig
Pat hogan
Margaret McCafferty
Emma Lee McCloskey
karen Miller
Montmarc hoA
Deborah Morton
Carol Przybycin
Jane and Darrell Ross
team hardinger
Mary tellers
Lionel and Dolores tully
kathy and Scott veith
Patsy Watson

kenneth and karen Evans
James and Mary vogt
Patricia and Robert Wheeler
Jean and Bob Ashworth
Carolyn Beck
Benedictine Sisters of Erie
Erie DAWN
Sandi Carangi
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Erie
James and kathleen Dammeyer
James and Marian Dunkle
Mary and William Earnst
Louis floros
Laura and harry fornalczyk
kathy and Gary Goodelle
tom and Julie heintzel
Dr. and Mrs. floyd and Rosanne hyatt
Dolores kaminski
Adele and John karle
Sr. Mary Claire kennedy, SSJ
heidi Lutz
Greg and Michelene Martin
John J. McCormick Jr.
Catherine, Dorothy, and Margaret Murphy
Nancy and John Pancerev
Joseph Pomorski
Marilyn Reiser
David and kathie Rothrock

in Memory of helen Bule 
Charlotte francis
in Memory of albert Metrik 
Rose Metrik
 in Memory of francis Kloecker Jr.
Renee kloecker
 in Memory of Pauline frank
Patty Baldwin
 in Memory of Joseph and Josephine fucci 
Esther J. fucci
 in Memory of Maria Greer 
Sandi Carangi
in Memory of rita Kalivoda 
Robert kalivoda
 in Memory of sr. Kathleen Leap, rsM 
kathy Bills
 in Memory of catherine Pirrello 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Mittelmeier
in Memory of anneMarie Pruvendenti 
Mr. and Mrs. John Beatty
 in Memory of dolly theiss
Robert theiss
 in Memory of viola J. Pomorski 
Joseph Pomorski

in honor of sr. Phyllis hilbert, ssJ
elizabeth calupca

 in honor of Msgr. charles Kaza
Kathleen Weindorf

 in honor of roberta volgstadt
Mary hope Wilson-desanti

in honor of the 
Wednesday Breakfast friends

Kathleen Kern

in MeMory of rayMond fLaherty and Mary fLaherty

   According to the Erie County’s Department of Human Services, the 
number of homeless people in Erie increased from 405 in 2011 to 439 in 
2012. Erie DAWN brings awareness to the growing issue of homelessness with 
activities each November during National Homelessness Awareness Month. 
   
 In November 2011, local bakeries participated in a bake sale of house-shaped 
cookies to help Erie DAWN raise both awareness and funds. Erie DAWN 
families, friends, staff and board members painted homemade birdhouse 
ornaments that were used to decorate a tree at the Festival of Trees event, 
where Erie DAWN also coordinated “No Room at the Inn,” a display of more 
than 70 nativity scenes from around the world.
    
By providing safe, affordable, independent transitional housing to program 
participants, Erie DAWN helps women transition from homelessness to 
homes of their own.  

The handmade ornaments adorned 
an Erie DAWN tree at the Festival 
of the Trees, where Erie DAWN also 
presented the “No Room at the Inn” 
nativity scene showcase.



I do not think a day goes by that I don’t read something in the paper or see a news story 
about the economic condition of families in Erie County-- 47.3 percent of children 
under 18 living in poverty; low numbers of living wage jobs; a lack of safe, affordable 
housing; debates over self-sufficiency and so much more.
 At times, it almost seems hopeless.  These problems are so large and so complex, we 
begin to wonder how we can ever make a difference.  But when I look back on our 
year at Erie DAWN, I realize that this is one place where we are seeing change.  In 
reviewing our outcomes, both data-based and anecdotal, on the following pages, I 
think you will agree with me that the Erie DAWN program works.  
We are making a difference in the lives of women and children in Erie County 
by addressing life issues such as affordable housing, financial stability and healthy 
behaviors.  We are paying attention to the work being done by other organizations such 
as the Erie County Policy & Planning Council and Erie Vital Signs in order to ensure 
that our program supports the large-scale community impact they endorse.  And we are 
working toward the ultimate goal of individual self-sufficiency, which we know is the 
key to both community and personal growth.
This kind of intensive work is incredibly rewarding for Erie DAWN staff and 
volunteers-- but it also requires incredible resources from supporters like you.  Thank 
you for all you have done in this year to make our work possible.  Day by day, family by 
family, we will continue to make a difference in the lives of Erie families.  

Sincerely,

Maureen Dunn
Executive Director

Erie DAWN Works
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The following from MONAHAN & MONAHAN, P.C., is the statement of activities of total support, 
revenue and expenses for  Erie DAWN, Inc, for the year ended June 30, 2012.

$ 133,447
23,008
47,755
75,365
52,752
20,112
(5,301)

1,057
$348,195

SuPPoRt AND REvENuE
County of Erie - Project Reach
County of Erie - Drug and Alcohol
Corporate and agency grants
Contributions
Donated services, supplies and facilities
Rent income
Investment income
Other
 Total support and revenue

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

$         –
 –
 –
 –
 –
 –
–
 –
–

$  133,447
23,008
47,755
75,365
52,752
20,112
(5,301)

1,057
$348,195

unrestricted
Permanently 
Restricted total

Financials

Event chair Robin Scheppner with 
attendees Beth Zimmer and 
Deb vahanian

ExPENSES
Program services 
 Supportive housing

Supporting services
 Management and general
 Fund raising
  Total expenses

Increase (decrease) in net assets
Net assets at beginning of year
Net assets at end of year

234,232

100,695
21,635

356,562

(8,367)
206,465 

$198,0968

 –

 –
 –
 –

 –
2,376

$2,376

234,323

100,695
21,635

356,562

(8,367)
208,841 

$200,474

Families are the heart of Erie DAWN. Two of our families 
enjoying  family outings. Adrianne and her son at the Zoo 
and Jen and her children at Art Night.

volunteers like Sr. Barbara vavreck, SSJ, shown here with 
Pam Biroscak, volunteer Coordinator, are important to 
the success of Erie DAWN’s program. 

Ned and Susie McAllister, 
son and mother artists and 
supporters.

Martha Mueller, artist and 
long-time supporter

Come Fly With Me
Erie DAWN held its fourth annual art auction, Come Fly with Me, on 
May 4, 2012 at the Erie Art Museum. The highlight of the event was a 
silent auction comprised of more than 35 birdhouse-themed art designs 
created by local artists. The sales of these one-of-a-kind creations provided 
much needed revenue to facilitate Erie DAWN’s programs of rent 
assistance, financial guidance and advocacy.

unrestricted
Permanently 
Restricted total



The Heart Is.

Who WE ARE
Founded in 1995 as a shared ministry of the Sisters of St. 
Benedict, Sisters of Mercy and the Sisters of St. Joseph, 
Erie DAWN addresses the underlying root causes of 
homelessness by working with women to build assets—
both tangible and intangible—for their future. Our goal is 
to provide homeless women and their children with a home, 
while giving them the support, resources and tools they 
need to achieve economic self-sufficiency and permanent 
housing.

Who WE SERvE
Erie DAWN welcomes any adult woman who meets the 
following guidelines:

• Is single and homeless, with or without children, and 
 has a job earning a minimum of $1200 a month
• Is committed to following strict requirements 
• Has rehabilitation in place for any mental health, drug 
 or alcohol issues and is drug-free

Why It WoRkS
Erie Dawn has developed relationships with Erie area 
landlords and various agencies to provide services for over 
400 women and children. These women and children are a 
living testament to Erie DAWN’s strengths. The results: 79 
percent of participants paid their rent on time, 90 percent 
of participants followed a monthly budget and 46 percent 
participated in job training/continuing education. 

Who We Are
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Governance
Sr. Mary herrmann, SSJ
Sr. JoAnne Courneen. RSM
Sr. Anne Wambach, oSB

Board of directors
Bernadette Bell, RSM
katie Bool
Lavaughn Buchanan, Past President
Sandi Carangi
Daria Devlin
Elliott J. Ehrenreich
Jeffrey G. Evans
kelli Gambill
helen hospodar
karen Miller, Board  President
Rosemary o’Brien, SSJ
Mary Ellen Plumb, oSB
Bridget Shames
Marietta Stalsky

Erie DAWN Team

Board Members
Marietta Stalsky        Sr. Bernadette Bell, RSM       katie Bool

StAff
Maureen Dunn, Executive Director
Gina Allison, Case Manager 
Pam Biroscak, volunteer Coordinator 
Sue Busse, finance Manager 
Mary viglione, Case Manager

siGnificance of the Birdhouse.
As the cornerstone of Erie DAWN is to provide housing, we 
find the symbol of a house very significant. As home is where 
the heart is, the family feels safe and secure knowing they have 
a place to call home. The symbol of a house is incorporated into 
our logo and we have used it in decorating Christmas Trees for 
Festival of Trees to major fundraisers.
You will see throughout this report pictures of birdhouses 
created by local artist that were auctioned off at our annual 
spring fundraiser, Come Fly with Me.

Birdhouse by Susie McAllister

On Cover
Birdhouses by:
Jim Sabol
Campbell Pottery
Janel Potratz Levin



Erie DAWN Inc
2549 West 8th Street

Erie, PA 16505
814-453-5921

www.eriedawn.org
The Heart Is.
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Home Is Where


