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WHO WE ARE
Founded in 1995 as a shared ministry of the Sisters of St. 
Benedict, Sisters of Mercy and the Sisters of St. Joseph, 
Erie DAWN addresses the underlying root causes of 
homelessness by working with women to build assets—
both tangible and intangible—for their future. Our goal is 
to provide homeless women and their children with a home, 
while giving them the support, resources and tools they 
need to achieve economic self-sufficiency and permanent 
housing.

WHO WE SERVE
Erie DAWN welcomes any adult woman who meets the 
following guidelines:

• Is single and homeless, with or without children, and 
 has a job earning a minimum of $1200 a month
• Is committed to following strict requirements 
• Has rehabilitation in place for any mental health, drug 
 or alcohol issues and is drug-free

WHY IT WORKS
Erie Dawn has developed relationships with Erie area 
landlords and various agencies to provide services for over 
400 women and children. These women and children are a 
living testament to Erie DAWN’s strengths. The results: 79 
percent of participants paid their rent on time, 90 percent 
of participants followed a monthly budget and 46 percent 
participated in job training/continuing education. 

A change in seasons is always time for reflection. Summer to fall, winter 
to spring...these are the transitions that mark our lives and often provide 
us with an opportunity to pause and take stock of where we are—as 
individuals, as families, and as a community.  

At Erie DAWN, we recognize that these transitions are not always painless. 
Sometimes, they are borne out of desperation and come at moments of 
uncertainty, hopelessness and often, despair. The women who come to 
Erie DAWN for help are certainly in the “winter” of their lives. They face 
daunting circumstances—homelessness, bankruptcy, addiction, loneliness. 
At Erie DAWN, we work with them to begin the hard work of surviving that 
winter. Like the gardener, we recognize that life is hidden under the frozen 
surface and we work with our women to nurture that life back to health. 
During the “spring” of their time with Erie DAWN, the seeds of growth are 
planted—relationship-building, budgeting, home inspections, job training 
and social/emotional skills.  

But, also like the gardener, we know that the fruit of this labor won’t be 
visible right away. We continue to work through Erie DAWN programming 
to cultivate the seeds. In her “summer,” each woman basks in the warmth 
of new mentor relationships, a safe and affordable apartment and newly 
acquired skills to maximize her personal growth.

And by “fall,” the harvest is ready. Having done the hard work, each woman 
is ready to experience the glorious tapestry of a full, self-sufficient life. She 
has reached her fullest growth and blossoms with the self-confidence and 
resilience needed to make it through the next winter. Leaving Erie DAWN 
for the next season of her life, we know that she will be able to turn any 
season into a season of hope. To everyone who makes this new dawn 
possible—every day, every season, every year—we thank you.

Sincerely,

Maureen Dunn
Executive Director
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Naomi 
FALL
After walking out on an abusive stepfather and helpless 
mother in 1995 at the age of 16, Naomi Duke found herself 
alone, pregnant...and homeless. She came to Erie DAWN 
for a hand up to help put her life back together. She met Sr. 
Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ who agreed to allow her into the newly 
developed Erie DAWN program, despite the fact that she 
didn’t fully meet all of the entry criteria. Sr. Phyllis worked 
directly with Naomi. After a period of moving from shelter 
to shelter and being introduced to program after program, 
Naomi had developed a “survivalist” mentality-- she learned 
that the best way to get what she wanted or needed was to 
work the system.

At Erie DAWN, the first thing Sr. Phyllis did was help 
Naomi make the mental switch from this “survivalist” 
mentality to one of accountability, commitment and 
determination. She learned tools for communicating and 
problem-solving. Ultimately, Erie DAWN taught Naomi 
how to have faith in herself and in her ability to make 
decisions. 

After two years of hard work under Sr. Phyllis’ guidance, 
Naomi graduated from Erie DAWN in 1997. She obtained 
her GED and, not long after, moved to Texas and received 
her B.A. in English from Concordia University, obtaining a 
4.0 grade point average. She went on to become a Certified 
Financial Planner through Rice University and began 
her career as a financial advisor specializing in clients 
with special needs and/or disabilities. In 2007, Naomi 
was accepted into the Million Dollar Roundtable®, an 
association of the world’s best life insurance and financial 
services professionals. During her speech in front of an 
international audience at the MDRT Annual Meeting in 
Canada last year, Naomi publicly credited Erie DAWN for 
giving her the opportunity to change her life. A true success 
in every sense of the word, Naomi lives a full life in Texas 
with her husband and teenage daughter. 

Alicia
SUMMER
2010 was a difficult but important year in Alicia’s life. She 
began her work with Erie DAWN in May of last year after 
walking out on a dangerous domestic situation and a drug 
addicted family member. In September, Alicia gave birth 
to her first child and was grateful for the help and support 
she received from the Erie DAWN “family.” In early 2011, 
Alicia applied for acceptance into the UPMC Hamot 
PCA program, a grant-funded collaboration with the Erie 
Community Foundation that works to identify and train 
health-care workers for new careers. Alicia was excited 
to gain entry into the program and was recently hired as 
a full-time PCA worker with UPMC Hamot. This new 
opportunity will provide her with the financial stability she 
needs to begin the path toward self-sufficiency. With one 
year left in the Erie DAWN program, Alicia is well on her 
way to achieving her goals and moving on with her life. 
She recognizes that there is more work to be done but has 
already begun to see fruit of her labor and has high hopes 
for the next season of growth.

Jennifer
SPRING
Our newest participant, Jennifer came to Erie DAWN in 
June 2011. At 28 years old, Jennifer has two young children 
and a good job as an office assistant. Her life took a turn 
for the worse last year when her husband left suddenly and 
she could no longer afford her mortgage payment. She came 
to Erie DAWN looking for financial support and a chance 
for a fresh start. Jennifer is now working to sow the seeds of 
growth with an Erie DAWN mentor and to identify goals 
for her two years in the program. She is ready for the hard 
work that lies ahead.  

Changing Lives Changing Lives

Alicia

Jennifer

[DAWN] taught me how to work 
myself out of my situation — to be 
better, be greater and give back to 
others while doing it”

Naomi Duke
Former Erie DAWN participant

“

Naomi Duke and her husband, Michael
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 1201 Restaurant
 Accudyn Products, Inc.*
 Allburn Florists
 Elizabeth Allen
 Vickie Allen
 Katie Allison
 Ambridge Rose
 American Tinning & Galvanizing
 Charlotte Andersen
 Alexis Anderson
 Anderson Vacuum Store
 Elizabeth Andrijiw
 Kathy Anysz
 Rosemary Ardillo
 Michele Banks
 Bridget Barber
 Anne Batchelor
 Mike & Tammy Batchelor
 John & Barbara Beatty
 Linda Bebko Jones
Justin Beck
 John Becker
 Linda Behn
 Jennifer Belton
 Benedictine Sisters of Erie
 Janet Bergkessel
 Lorri Bland
 Mr. & Mrs. William Bloomstine
 Rick Bloxdorf
 Peg Bly*
 Charles & Diana Bool

 Katie Bool
 Mr. & Mrs. William Braham
 Jennifer Brown
 Pam Bruno
 LaVaughn Buchanan
 Building Systems, Inc.
 Joel & Amanda Burlingham
 Atty & Mrs. Donald Buseck
 Sue Busse
 Gary Cacchione
 Sean Cain
 Elizabeth Caldwell
 Lora Caldwell
 Betty Ann Calupca
 Camp Notre Dame
 Sandi Carangi
 Donna Carlino
 Paul Carpenedo
 Gina Carpenter**
 Carrara Steel
 Gay Catania
 Karen Catania
 Dennis Cerami
 Charming Charlies
 Nancy Chiappelli
 Elaine Chimenti
 Church of the Holy Nativity
 Dorine Ciotti
 Lynne Clement
 Debra Cooper
 Julie Copen
 Alice Crotty
 David Cullen
 James & Eileen Cullen
 Daniel & Kathy Dahlkemper
 Mary Ann D’Annibale
 Mary Beth Danowski

 Charlotte Decker
 Alice DeGeorge
 Mary Delio
 Marti Deufel
 Daria & Neal Devlin
 Holly Dhaliwal
 Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
 Nancy Dipko
 Ellen & Lou DiPlacido
 Judith Disano
 Phyllis Dodick
 Sr. Claudia Dombrowski, SSJ
 Caley Doran
 Dr. Gertrude A. Barber Center, Inc
 Dr. James Drane
 Mary & Gary Dudenhoefer
 Kathy Dudenhoffer
 Naomi Duke
 Nancy Dunegan
 Maureen Dunn
 Dinah Durr
 Elizabeth Dwyer
 Robert Dwyer
 E & L Management**
 Eastport Financial Group
 Eat n Park
 Edinboro University
 Brooke Egloff
 Dan Ellis
 Employtech, Inc.
 Erie Bayhawks
 Erie Business Center
 Erie Community Foundation
 Erie County Bar Association
 Erie Federal Credit Union
 Erie Indemnity
 Erie Insurance Group

 Erie Playhouse
 Erie Yacht Club
 Evan Everhart
 Fairview High School Key Club
 Randall Farabaugh
 Fast Signs
 Alice Feehley
 Chris & Mary Fette
 Paul & Carrie Fillak
 Evelyn Finnecy
 Harry Fornalczyk
 Esther Fucci
 Mary Gamble
 Gannon University
 Gannon University Small Business 
   Development Center
 Dr. & Mrs. Antoine Garibaldi
 Cassandra Garrison
 Gary’s Flower Shoppe
 GE Foundation
 Mary Kay Geary
 GECAC
 Pat Genung
 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Glowacki 
 Glowacki Management Company
 Margaret Goodall
 LuAnne Gossett
 Grace Church
 Linda Graffius
 Tom Graham
 Great Dane’s
 Great Lakes Automation Services, Inc.
 Great Lakes Institute of Technology
 Greek Ladies Philoptochos Society
 Abigail Greenway Adams
 Nancy Griffey
 Eileen Grow

Through support and partnerships with many 
organizations, Erie DAWN is able to provide 
supportive and caring services to homeless 
women and children during each and every 
season of the year. 

Supporters Supporters

Erie DAWN 2011 Annual Report

Erie DAWN families “grow” together



 1201 Restaurant
 Accudyn Products, Inc.*
 Allburn Florists
 Elizabeth Allen
 Vickie Allen
 Katie Allison
 Ambridge Rose
 American Tinning & Galvanizing
 Charlotte Andersen
 Alexis Anderson
 Anderson Vacuum Store
 Elizabeth Andrijiw
 Kathy Anysz
 Rosemary Ardillo
 Michele Banks
 Bridget Barber
 Anne Batchelor
 Mike & Tammy Batchelor
 John & Barbara Beatty
 Linda Bebko Jones
Justin Beck
 John Becker
 Linda Behn
 Jennifer Belton
 Benedictine Sisters of Erie
 Janet Bergkessel
 Lorri Bland
 Mr. & Mrs. William Bloomstine
 Rick Bloxdorf
 Peg Bly*
 Charles & Diana Bool

 Katie Bool
 Mr. & Mrs. William Braham
 Jennifer Brown
 Pam Bruno
 LaVaughn Buchanan
 Building Systems, Inc.
 Joel & Amanda Burlingham
 Atty & Mrs. Donald Buseck
 Sue Busse
 Gary Cacchione
 Sean Cain
 Elizabeth Caldwell
 Lora Caldwell
 Betty Ann Calupca
 Camp Notre Dame
 Sandi Carangi
 Donna Carlino
 Paul Carpenedo
 Gina Carpenter**
 Carrara Steel
 Gay Catania
 Karen Catania
 Dennis Cerami
 Charming Charlies
 Nancy Chiappelli
 Elaine Chimenti
 Church of the Holy Nativity
 Dorine Ciotti
 Lynne Clement
 Debra Cooper
 Julie Copen
 Alice Crotty
 David Cullen
 James & Eileen Cullen
 Daniel & Kathy Dahlkemper
 Mary Ann D’Annibale
 Mary Beth Danowski

 Charlotte Decker
 Alice DeGeorge
 Mary Delio
 Marti Deufel
 Daria & Neal Devlin
 Holly Dhaliwal
 Sr. Jean Baptiste DiLuzio, SSJ
 Nancy Dipko
 Ellen & Lou DiPlacido
 Judith Disano
 Phyllis Dodick
 Sr. Claudia Dombrowski, SSJ
 Caley Doran
 Dr. Gertrude A. Barber Center, Inc
 Dr. James Drane
 Mary & Gary Dudenhoefer
 Kathy Dudenhoffer
 Naomi Duke
 Nancy Dunegan
 Maureen Dunn
 Dinah Durr
 Elizabeth Dwyer
 Robert Dwyer
 E & L Management**
 Eastport Financial Group
 Eat n Park
 Edinboro University
 Brooke Egloff
 Dan Ellis
 Employtech, Inc.
 Erie Bayhawks
 Erie Business Center
 Erie Community Foundation
 Erie County Bar Association
 Erie Federal Credit Union
 Erie Indemnity
 Erie Insurance Group

 Erie Playhouse
 Erie Yacht Club
 Evan Everhart
 Fairview High School Key Club
 Randall Farabaugh
 Fast Signs
 Alice Feehley
 Chris & Mary Fette
 Paul & Carrie Fillak
 Evelyn Finnecy
 Harry Fornalczyk
 Esther Fucci
 Mary Gamble
 Gannon University
 Gannon University Small Business 
   Development Center
 Dr. & Mrs. Antoine Garibaldi
 Cassandra Garrison
 Gary’s Flower Shoppe
 GE Foundation
 Mary Kay Geary
 GECAC
 Pat Genung
 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Glowacki 
 Glowacki Management Company
 Margaret Goodall
 LuAnne Gossett
 Grace Church
 Linda Graffius
 Tom Graham
 Great Dane’s
 Great Lakes Automation Services, Inc.
 Great Lakes Institute of Technology
 Greek Ladies Philoptochos Society
 Abigail Greenway Adams
 Nancy Griffey
 Eileen Grow

Through support and partnerships with many 
organizations, Erie DAWN is able to provide 
supportive and caring services to homeless 
women and children during each and every 
season of the year. 

Supporters Supporters

Erie DAWN 2011 Annual Report

Erie DAWN families “grow” together



 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hagen
 Michael Hammel**
 Edward Hammer
 Linda Hammer
 HANDS
 Alan Hannibal*
Sr. Patricia Hardner, SSJ
 Irene Harrington
 Mark Hasenohrl
 Sherri Heasley
 Scott Heinrich
 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Held
 Mr. & Mrs. Brian Hickey
 Highmark
 Bill Hilbert Jr.
 Martha & Bill Hilbert Sr.
 Sr. Phyllis Hilbert, SSJ
 Mark Hoffman
 Mary Kathleen Hoffman
 Patty Hoffman
 Burt Holden
 Helen Hospodar
 Julia Howell
 Sr. Martha Howick, SSJ
 Ann Marie Hull
 Melissa Hull
 Paul Iavarone
 Innes Family
 Bill Jackson
 Megan James
 Sarah Jemetz
 Jesse & Ricardo
 Jennifer Kanoza
 Charles Kennedy
 Thomas Kennedy
 Shirley Kennedy
 Gail Kennedy 

 Sr. Mary Claire Kennedy, SSJ
 Shawn Keough-Hartz
 Kathleen Kern
 Susan Kessler
 Gilbert Knepper Jr.
 Erica Kojan
 Maureen Koseff
 Delilah Kuhn
 Mary Kwiatkowski
 Marie Lander
 Angela Leasure 
LECOM
 Joanne Lee
 Janel Levin
 Lana Levitt
 Johnathan Lewis
 Monica Lewis
 Mr. & Mrs. James Longley
 Lord Corporation Good Neighbor Fund
 Kim Lupichuk
 Bonnie Lyden
 Gary Maas
 Mary Mackey
 Maleno Developers, Inc.
 Malin Berquist
 Peggy Mans
 Maria House
 Marquette Savings Bank
 Mr. & Mrs. Art Martinucci
 Emma Lee McCloskey
 Julie McLaughlin
 Mechanical Contractors Assoc, NWPA
 Mercyhurst Prep Serteens
 Merrill Lynch
 Mr. & Mrs. Rose Metrik
 Anita Meyers
 Karen Miller

 Million Dollar Round Table Foundation
 Martha Mueller*
 Ruth Mussett
 Julie Myers
 Myers Technology
 William Nagy**
 Mary Narus
 National Association of Insurance 
  Women
 National Fuel Gas Company Foundation
 National Fuel Gas Distribution Corp.
 Bernadette Oatman
 Sr. Rosemary O’Brien, SSJ
 Sue O’Connell
 Sr. Maria Onuffer, SSJ
 Gordon & Barbara Osborne
 Laura Ott
 Our Lady of Mercy Church*
 Our Lady of Mt. Carmel School
 Our Lady of Peace
 Brian Pardini
 Partnership of Women Religious, Inc.
 Marti Pastore
 Martha Patsy
 Sharon & David Patterson
 Jerome & Mary Ann Pelkowski
 Penn State University
 Donna Perino
 PHB, Inc
 Shawn Phelps
 Cathy Pirrello
 Judith Pisano
 Cathy Plott
 Fred Popeski **
 Potratz Floral Shop
 Sr. Nancy Prenatt, SSJ
 Presque Isle Printing

 Gretchen Prozan
 Christine Puline
 Geri Putnam
 Julio & Christine Quezada
 David Randall
 Bonita Rea
 Lynn Rehm
 Lynn Reinhart
 Marilyn Renkes
 Julie Rice
 Donna Roberts
 Denise Robison
 Romolo Chocolates
 Jane Ross
 Sr. Natalie Rossi, RSM
 David & Kathie Rothrock
 Theresa Rotunda
 Doug Russell
 Sr. Betty Ruza, SSJ
 Kurt Sahlmann
Nan Salvatore
 Santa’s Helpers
 Doug Scalise
 Schaffner, Knight & Minnaugh
 Fran Schanz
 Robin Scheppner
 Mary Schmidt
 David Seitzinger
 Sr. Angela Marie Servidea, SSJ
 Bridget Shames
 Shawnee Optical
 Carolyn Signorino
 Sisters of Mercy
 Sisters of St. Joseph NW PA **
 David & Rebecca Smith
 Smith Provision Company
 Kelly Smock

 Raymond Snead Jr.
 Maureen Solt
 St. Andrews Ladies Guild
 St. Jude the Apostle Church
 St. Pauls Lutheran Church
 St. Peter & Paul Church
 St. Vincent Health Center
 Marietta Stalsky
 Stan’s Garden Center
 Christine Starr
 Diana Stokes
 Rose Strazisar
 Pat Sullivan
 Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Surkala
 Linda Susko
 Daniel Sweny
 Christine Szumigala
 Mary Tellers
 Chris Testrake
 The Episcopal Diocese of 
   Northwestern PA
 The Ophelia Project
 The Sassy Peacock
 The School District of the City of Erie
 The Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
 Sherry Thompson
 Sharon Tidball
 Jacqueline Tirpak
 Mary Jane Toddy
 Mr. & Mrs. Harland Tolhurst Jr.
 Bethany Torisky
 Karen Torres
 Mary Ann Tuschak
 Justina Tushak
 United Way of Erie Co
 Rev Msgr Bernard Urbaniak
 David VanAmburg

 Cheryl & Tom Vicary
 Dave Viglione
 Roberta Volgstadt
 Kym Wall
 Stacy Wang
Jeanne Ward 
 Bernie Warzynak
 Ron Washe
 Lorrie Watts
 Mary Werling
 Mary Ann White
 Matthew Wilbur 
Betsy Wildauer
 Christine Wilhelm
 Linda Wilkinson
 Melvin Witherspoon
Womens Round Table
 Cathi Zelazny
 Sr. Marilyn Zimmerman, SSJ
 
GRANTS
Citizens Bank
 County of Erie-Department of Housing
   and Urban Development
Erie Capacity-Building Collaborative
Erie Community Foundation
Erie County Office of Drug and 
   Alcohol Abuse
Erie Insurance
Million Dollar Roundtable Foundation
ReTool Erie
United Way Women in Action Fund

 * Rent Assistance
 ** Monthly Rent Assistance Supporters
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The following from MONAHAN & MONAHAN, P.C., 
is the statement of activities of total support, revenue and 
expenses for Erie DAWN, Inc, for the year ended 
June 30, 2011.

Financials

GOVERNANCE
Sr. Mary Ellen Dwyer, SSJ
Sr. JoAnne Coureen, RSM
Sr. Ann Wambaugh, OSB

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sr. Bernadette Bell, RSM
Nicole Bojkic
Katie Bool
LaVaughn Buchanan
Sue Busse 
Sandi Carangi
Ellen DiPlacido
Helen Hospodar
Karen Miller 
Sr. Rosemary O’Brien, SSJ
Sr. Mary Ellen Plumb, OSB
Brigitte Sullivan 
Mary Tellers
Christine Wilhelm

STAFF
Maureen Dunn, Executive Director
Heidi Lutz, Financial Manager
Mary Viglione, Case Manager
Pam Biroscak, Mentor/Volunteer Coordinator
Katie Allison, Program Coordinator
Gina Allison, Life Skills Coordinator

Erie DAWN Team

Erie DAWN Highmark Walk

Erie DAWN Volunteers

Naomi Duke, Maureen Dunn and LaVaughn Buchanan
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$ 125,691
20,986
69,750
70,694
47,010
17,220
27,609
1,049

380,009

240,555

98,227
17,751

356,533

23,476
182,989

$ 206,465

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
County of Erie - Project Reach
County of Erie - Drug and Alcohol
Corporate and agency grants
Contributions
Donated services, supplies and facilities
Rent income
Investment income
Other
	 Total	support	and	revenue

EXPENSES
Program services 
 Supportive housing

Supporting services
 Management and general
 Fund raising
  Total	expenses

Increase (decrease) in net assets
Net assets at beginning of year
Net	assets	at	end	of	year

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

$         –
 –
 –
 –
 –
 –
75
 –

75

 –

 –
 –
 –

75
2,301

$ 2,376

$  125,691
20,986
69,750
70,694
47,010
17,220
27,684
1,049

380,084

240,555

98,227
17,751

356,533

23,551
185,290

$ 208,841

Unrestricted
Permanently 
Restricted Total



The following from MONAHAN & MONAHAN, P.C., 
is the statement of activities of total support, revenue and 
expenses for Erie DAWN, Inc, for the year ended 
June 30, 2011.

Financials
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$ 206,465

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
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County of Erie - Drug and Alcohol
Corporate and agency grants
Contributions
Donated services, supplies and facilities
Rent income
Investment income
Other
	 Total	support	and	revenue
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Net assets at beginning of year
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The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.

$         –
 –
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Erie DAWN Inc
2549 West 8th Street

Erie, PA 16505
814-453-5921

www.eriedawn.org

Changing Lives.
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Changing Seasons,


